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Can you be one of them? 


berlin has more than 40,000 alumni living around 


the world. Just 36 percent of alumni gave to 
Oberlin last year — those gifts from people like you made 
it possible for Oberlin to meet 100 percent of financial 


aid need for all students. More alumni givers at every 


level would help students get the most out of their If you're celebrating a reunion in 2010, if you’re a 
Oberlin experience and ensure that an exceptional young graduate, or you’re ready to do more for 
education remains accessible to every kind of student. Oberlin by joining the John Frederick Oberlin Society, 


Oberlin’s trustees are challenging you to give now. 


You can help meet our goal with your gift. 
OBERLIN The Oberlin Alumni Fund 7 = 4 = 
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BN West lara street Take the challenge and learn more at http:/Awww.oberlin. 


Oberlin, OH 44074 
440-775-8550 
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edu/giving/trusteechallenge today or call 800-693-3167. 


www.oberlin.edu/giving/donate 
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For these Washington players, the path to power went through Wilder Bowl. Is this 
the Age of Oberlin in Obama's White House? / by Marc Sandalow ’82 
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18 Oberlin Writes: An QAM Special 


A not very definitive, somewhat idiosyncratic, and entirely unthematic glimpse of 

the strangely mighty literary output of a pretty small college in the middle of Ohio. 
by Michael Emerson Dirda ’09, Jeff Hagan ’86, Josh Spiro ’09, Elizabeth 
Weinstein ’02, and Clifford Thompson ’85 


ee 29 Waste Nothing—Not Even a Crisis 
Oberlin beyond Oberlin ond Oberlin — They came, they saw, they composted. And lots more. Oberlin’s environmental alumni 


tackled the tough issues facing the world, working on local responses to global crises. 
by Walter Galloway ’69, Carl McDaniel ’64, and Margaret Zimmer ’11 
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INSIDE OBERLIN 


Inspired by Teaching 


A COLLEGE PRESIDENT’S DUTIES focus increasingly on 
fundraising and budget management, especially in 
these challenging economic times. That certainly holds 
true for me. But in nearly a decade as a college and 
university administrator, | have chosen to teach at 
least one course a semester, usually to undergradu- 
ates. Some of my peers have questioned my sanity for 
doing this, but I plan to continue. 


Teaching undergraduates, especially the outstand- 


ing students Oberlin attracts, is as rewarding as 
anything I have ever done. It reaffirms my belief in the importance of liberal 
arts education and stokes my enthusiasm for my primary duties. 

Oberlin’s central mission is teaching. That mission is carried out by our fac- 
ulty of superb teacher-scholars. By teaching students, rather than meeting them 
in the course of my duties, I better understand what our faculty and students 
do most of the time. I experience the pressure of taking and grading midterms, 
finals, and research projects. | share the disappointment when the only copy 
of a text disappears from closed reserve, or the research librarian comes down 
with the flu as the assignment due date nears. Teaching helps me feel the pulse 
of campus life, even as | devote most of my attention to matters such as 
endowment returns, capital campaign preparations, and campus parking. 

Teaching also compels me to stay current with my subjects. Courses I teach 
cover the evolving areas of campaigns, elections, and public education as 
viewed from a public policy/legal perspective. In my classroom discussions, | 
encourage students to draw upon current events and their own experiences. | 
often learn new things from them or gain insights on ways to approach issues 
differently. 

Being in the classroom and meeting with students on academic topics 
broadens the range of students I get to know. Too often administrators know 
only the student government leaders, the star athletes or performers, the cam- 
pus activists, and students with personal issues or challenges requiring an 
institutional response. By connecting with a broader range of students, | come 
to know their life stories, which can be compelling. 

I continue teaching because | know that after two hours in the classroom, | 


will walk out inspired. Inspired by Oberlin’s students, who are applying their 


idealism and talents to the challenges we face. Inspired to tackle the college's 


financial and fundraising concerns. And inspired to tell the world about the 
remarkable people—teachers, scholars, students, and you, our alumni—who 


make Oberlin one of the world’s great colleges and conservatories. 


MARVIN KRISLOV 
President, Oberlin College 
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e GOP OK, HELMS, NOT SO MUCH 

| do not believe, as Ed Helms does, that learn- 
ing and labor “suck,” or that if you are a 
Republican at Oberlin you are a “badass” 
(Fall 2009). The Oberlin of my days had 
a Republican alumnus, Erwin Griswold, 
dean of the Harvard Law School and future 
solicitor general of the United States, as the 
chairman of the Board of Trustees. Another 
Oberlin alumnus, Charles Mosher, a Republi- 
can, represented the city in Congress. I was 
a government major, not a “politics” major. | 
learned how government works, not whom 
to elect. I did not know the politics of my 
Oberlin professors. In my days at Oberlin, it 
would have been unthinkable for any Obie 
professor to support a boycott of any acade- 
mic. Heraclitus taught us that the only thing 
constant is change, but the real question 
might be whether Oberlin has changed for 
the better. And, oh yes, my Oberlin was the 
second-highest ranked liberal arts college in 
the nation, not tied for 22. 


Benjamin Sevitch '60 
Newington, Conn. 


Editors reply: At the end of his note, Mr. 
Sevitch cites a statistic that is often misrepre- 


sented. Ross Peacock, Oberlin’s director of 


institutional research, tells us that U.S. News 
and World Report (which currently ranks 
Oberlin #22) did not begin ranking schools 


until 1983. The rankings to which Mr. 


Sevitch refers likely come from a series of 


Chicago Tribune articles published in 1957 
that were cited in Oberlin Today, a college 
publication of the time. The author, Chesly 
Manly, separately ranked men’s, womens, and 
coeducational colleges based largely on reputa- 
tion by consulting 33 “experts.” He also tabu- 
lated a limited amount of data, such as future 
PhD production—an area in which Oberlin 
continues to excel. It is important to note that 
the universe of coed colleges has expanded sig- 
nificantly since 1957; in fact, all of the mens 
colleges and two of the women’s colleges in 
Vanly's rankings are now coeducational. We'll 
take a more detailed look at the rankings issue 


in a future edition of OAM. 
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e BUSTED! 
The photo of the college bus in front of Talcott 
Hall taken in 1958 by Rosalee Figge Beasley 
‘59 (Spring 2009) brings to mind one of the 
bus’s historically important moments. 

On a Saturday night in the spring of °59, if 
memory serves, the bus was moved, without 
authorization, from the college parking barn 
to the center of Tappan Square by members 
of the Class of 1962. Five or so conspirators 
from Burton, led by Bill Graafmeyer, 
planned the caper. Bill 
drove the bus 
onto the square, 
and while the 
others were let- 
ting air out of the 
tires, the authori- 
ties interrupted their 
labors. The 


had been to have it 


intent 


sitting there for the 
student body to admire 
on the way to morning 
church services. While 
the Burton men were 

being hunted in various places of conceal- 
ment around the campus, a second group, 
three freshmen from Noah, were crossing 
the square after an evening of too much 3.2 
beer. They took note of the bus’s location, 
and, knowing it should not be there, boarded 
and drove it a half block to the Talcott/ 
conservatory corner. There, in an exciting 
moment, police ended the misadventure. Of 
course, full restitution was made for slight 
damage to the door frame of the bus barn 
and a few scratches on the side of the bus 
itself. All but one of the plotters and two of 
the Noah incidentals were sent home for a 
week by the dean of men to create the cir- 
cumstances for self-appraisal. Most graduat- 
ed from Oberlin, becoming community lead- 
ers, scholars, etc. Keys were no longer left in 
the unlocked bus, and the driver, as a matter 
of precaution, checked the barn for inter- 
lopers after returning from his missions. All 


learned something. 


Ray W. Pollari ’62 
Litchfield Park, Ariz. 


e VIVA SITES 
Spanish in the Elementary Schools (SITES) 
(Summer 2009) prompts me to recall my 
first teaching job in the Oberlin Public 
Schools. As a French major (and Spanish 
minor) taking required education courses for 
secondary certification, | was chosen to 
extend the Eastwood School program to 
Prospect School. A Fulbright student from 
France began the initial classes. By 
November 1956 (my senior year), | was 
hired to continue the program while also 
teaching at the high school. During my 
four-year tenure | traveled to four 
schools daily. A change of administra- 
tion brought differing philosophies, 
eliminating the elementary program. 
Kudos to SITES; may it flourish. 


Bonne Chance y Buena Suerte. 


Barbara Weller Wonderly ’57 
Aurora, Ohio 


February 3 
Artist Recital Series: Joshua Bell, violin, 
with Jeremy Denk '90, piano 


February 11-13 
Oberlin Theater and Dance, /ntimate 
Apparel 


February 23 
Convocation: Ladysmith Black Mambazo 


March 9 
Convocation: Robert Kuttner 65, “Barack 
Obama: A Transformative President?” 


March 11 
Convocation: Greg Mankiw, “A Discussion 
of Economic Policy” 


March 17, 19-21 
Oberlin Opera Theater, Candide 


March 18 
Artist Recital Series: Takacs String Quartet 


Jy 


“When you are blessed, you have to give back. That’s just how it is,’ 


says Frances Walker-Slocum ’45, who has had a long and fruitful career as a concert pianist 
and teacher of piano music. In appreciation for her life’s “miraculous journey, as she calls it 
in her memoirs, Frances has endowed a scholarship for Oberlin students and also included 


the college in her estate plans. 


Frances has surmounted many obstacles in her life, from a childhood fire in which she nearly 
lost the use of her right arm, to racial discrimination as the wife of a white insurance executive 
in New York City. When she entered Oberlin College in 1941, it was the only place a black 
American could earn a baccalaureate in music. Thirty-five years later, she was asked to teach 
at the Conservatory of Music after then president Emil Danenberg had read a review of a 
performance she had given at the Kennedy Center. In 1979 she became the first African 
American woman to receive tenure at Oberlin. But she did not rest on her laurels; Frances 


advocated for hiring additional black faculty and for women’s pay equity. 


[ was always of the opinion that you should improve the world when you leave—change it, 
leave a mark, make it better.” Frances has done just that through the close relationships she 
has had with students, many of which continue to this day. By including Oberlin in her estate 


plans, she says, she wants to help the college “live up to its history.” 


OBERLIN 


PPS < . For information on life income gifts or including Oberlin in your estate plans, please call 


oe ume Office of Gift Planning at 440-775-8599 or email us at gift.planning@oberlin.edu. 
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Around TAPPAN 


Square 


Zoe McLaughlin ’11 performs the Saraswati, a dance that honors the Hindu goddess of knowledge, music, and the arts, during Oberlin’ 
foe McLaug 
Culture Festival in October. Founded by Oberlins Spanish in the Elementary Schools Program, the annual festival celebrates Oberlin’s 


cultural diversity while seeking to raise awareness about cultures worldwide. Nearly 2,000 participants enjoyed food, drinks, activities, and 


performances by OB Jump, the Black River Belles, Oberlin Aikikai, Sola Luna Yoga, and OCircus. 
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Oberlin to Host Foreign 
Language Program 


by Michael Emerson Dirda '09 


berlin College has been selected as a 

new site of the Middlebury-Monterey 

Language Academy, a prestigious for- 
eign-language summer study program for 
talented youth that currently has campuses 
in Vermont and Massachusetts. 

Begun in 2008, the Middlebury-Monterey 
Language Academy (MMLA) is a collabora- 
tive project between the Language Schools 
of Middlebury College, longtime leaders 
in the immersion approach to learning 
languages, and the Monterey Institute of 
International Studies, a world-renowned 
graduate school for linguistic education. 

“We're excited to bring our summer- 
immersion language program for middle 
and high school students to Oberlin 
College for the summer of 2010,” says 
Roberto d'Erizans, director of the MMLA. 
“Oberlin is uniquely well-suited to support 
the mission of the Middlebury-Monterey 
Language Academy, and it is our hope to 
build a relationship with both the college 
and the community of Oberlin that will 
last for years to come.” 

The Oberlin program will bring togeth- 
er 70 educators from around the country 
to teach a class of 200 middle and high 
school students for a period of four weeks. 
Students will completely immerse them- 
selves in their language of study—speak- 
ing only the target language inside and 
outside the classroom throughout the pro- 
grams duration. Courses in French, Spanish, 
Arabic, and Chinese will be offered. 
“Partnering with the Middlebury-Monterey 
Language Academy is a great honor for 
Oberlin,” says President Marvin Krislov. 
“The MMLA is a terrific program that fits 
well with Oberlin’s great tradition of inter- 
nationalism. Having the MMLA here will 
enable middle and high school students to 
acquire the superior foreign language skills 
and cultural awareness they will need to 
become tomorrow's alobal leaders.” 

lhe academy will be open to students 


who have completed 7th through 12th 


6 


grades. The cost for the 4-week program 
is $5,267 and includes tuition, room and 
board, field trips, activities, materials, and 
textbooks. Financial aid through the MMLA 
is offered on a rolling basis to students 
demonstrating need. In addition, Oberlin 
College has established a special scholar- 
ship fund for students from Lorain County. 

Besides the exceptional learning oppor- 
tunities the program brings to the region, 
the selection of Oberlin as an MMLA site 
is also a positive for area businesses. “The 


Synagogues Fill Library’s Main Floor 


Around Tappan Square LMM ele eles Around Tappan Square Around Tappan Square Around Tappan Square Around Tappan St 


greater Oberlin community will benefit from 
the increased activity these students and 
their families will bring to town during the 
summer months,” says Associate Dean of 
Studies Ellen Sayles. “The close physical 
connection between the town and the cam- 
pus, as well as vibrant downtown offerings, 
present attractive shopping and dining 
opportunities to MMLA staff, students, 
and families.” ATS 

For more information on the program, 
visit http:/www.mmla.middlebury.edu/. 


Gary Cohen '11 


Those entering the main level of Mudd Center this fall saw the majestic replica of 
a 13-foot bimah, a synagogue platform for reading the Torah, stretching to the ceil- 
ing of the librarys spacious gallery. The exhibition, titled Wooden Synagogues: 
Recovering History through Art and Architecture, featured large-scale construc- 
tion models of two synagogues built in the Jewish market towns of Zabludow 
in 1637 and Gwozdziec in 1731, as well as architectural drawings, historical 
photographs, diagrams, maps, and text descriptions. During a talk sponsored by 
the Friends of the Library, Tom Hutka, professor of architecture at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, explained that synagogues in Poland were built to 
blend in and adapt to the culture of the surrounding environment, while still keep- 
ing cultural and religious significance intact. 

View a slideshow of the synagogues at http://www.oberlin.edu/library/ 
synagogue_slideshow.html. 


—Betty Gabrielli and Mieko Gavia ‘10 
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John Seyfried 


Bernie Mayer 68 (right) demonstrates a heated altercation with Oberlin resident Tom Lock 


before providing methods of conflict resolution during an October conflict engagement clinic. 


Peace Comes to the Classroom 


by Harmony Pringle ’11 


uring his visit to Oberlin in October, 

Bernie Mayer ‘68 got into a heated 

dispute with an Oberlin resident right 
in the middle of a group of students, staff, 
and faculty members. It was a shameless 
display. Everyone watched in anticipation 
of the outcome. 

That's because Mayer is a conflict spe- 
cialist. And the altercation was an act used 
as a teaching tool in a conflict engagement 
clinic cosponsored by the Oberlin Peace and 
Conflict Studies Development Group, an 
organization largely responsible for Oberlin’s 
new concentration, peace and conflict stud- 
ies (PACS). The Intro to PACS course that 
was offered fall semester had an enroll- 
ment limit of 25. Fifty students showed up 
on the first day. 

Mayer's workshop was a plus for PACS’ 
founders, who want the concentration to 
foster campus communication. Steve Mayer, 


professor of psychology and co-teacher ol 


the Intro to PACS course explains, “The 
way college is set up, most of us think 
within a given department.” Now that the 
PACS concentration is established, “con- 
versation is becoming more of a focus.” 
As for the discipline itself, Steve Crowley, 
professor of politics and co-teacher of the 
PACS intro course says, “For interested 
students, the concentration highlights 


related courses in different departments, 


f/ NTER 


and even divisions, of the college. In the 
past, such students would have had to go 
through the rigorous process of creating an 
independent major, or might simply have 
been unaware that such related offerings 
were available.” 

The experiential component of the con- 
centration requires a hands-on project with 
a PACS focus outside of Oberlin, linking 
undergrads with Oberlin alumni in the field, 
says Mayer. 

PACS, through the work of the Peace 
and Conflict Studies Development Group, 
has also forged relationships among stu- 
dents, alumni, and community members. 
The development group grew out of a 2005 
ExCo taught by Sheera Bornstein ‘08 and 
Al Carroll 58, who requested that the Class 
of 1958 donate to the budding concentra- 
tion. More than $60,000 was raised. 

“Maia Brown ‘10 and | were delighted 
by the nearly unanimous faculty approval 
of the PACS concentration,” says Carroll. 
Brown has led the PACS Development 
Group (now Support Group) since 2008. 
“Our sustained five-year effort by students, 
faculty, alumni, and community members 
has paid off. We believe the concentration 
will help provide students, no matter what 
their major, gain the confidence and abili- 
ty to deal with conflicts nonviolently.” ATS 

| Sarp Yavuz '13 contributed to this article. 


OC Takes Part 
in STO Test Flight 


In October, Chris Martin, assistant 
professor of physics and astronomy, 
along with David Lesser ‘11 and 
Kirill Tchernyshyov ‘13, traveled to 
the Scientific Flight Balloon Facility in 
Ft. Sumner, New Mexico, to take part 
in the test launch of the Stratospheric 
TeraHertz Observatory (STO). STO is a 
radio telescope that rises to the edge of 
space underneath a helium balloon the 
size of a football stadium to measure the 
properties of the dust and gas between 
the stars. Lesser and Tchernyshyov 
received hands-on experience with the 
installation and alignment of the tele- 
scopes star-pointing camera, while 
Thomas Shaw '13 stayed in Oberlin to 
write the software that helps make sense 
of the raw data from the telescope. The 
successful one-day test flight was in 
preparation for a two-week science 


flight that will take place in Antarctica 


in January 2011. Martin, who, before 
coming to Oberlin spent two years 
at the Amundsen-Scott South Pole 
Station as a member of the Antarctic 
Submillimeter Telescope and Remote 
Observatory crew, is planning to take 
students to the Antarctica launch. 

For more information, visit http:// 
stratocat.com.ar/fichas-e/2009/FSU- 
20091015.htm. 


a 


~ Chris Martin 


80-centimeter telescope on the STO 


TALKING POINTS 


President Marvin Krislov was officially 
sworn in November 13 to the advisory coun- 
cil to the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH). Nominated by President 
Barack Obama in July, Krislov was confirmed 
by the U.S. Senate on November 5. The 26- 
member council meets four times a year to 
review grant applications and to advise the 
NEH chairman © Oberlin’s annual teaching 
awards were presented this fall to D.R. 
Longman Associate Professor of Biology 
Mary Garvin, Associate Professor of Art Erik 
Inglis, Professor of Comparative American 
Studies Wendy Kozol, Professor of Music Theory 
Warren Darcy, Associate Professor of Jazz 
Guitar Robert Ferrazza, and Professor of Viola 
Peter Slowik. The professors were recognized 
by their peers for their commitment to excel- 
lence and innovation in the classroom. 
The Ninde Scholars Program inducted its 
biggest class yet in October: 10 students. 
Funded by onetime Kendal at Oberlin resi- 
dents Dick and Nan Ninde and a community 
match of $450,000, the program assists 
students at Oberlin High School with the 
college admissions process, offers ACT and 
SAT test preparation, and arranges personal 
visits to Oberlin’s campus. ® The women’s 
cross country team took the conference title 
at the North Coast Conference Champion- 
ships in October, followed by an appearance 
at the NCAA Cross Country Championships. 
The team finished 23 out of 32 teams, with 
junior Joanna Johnson placing fifth overall 
and earning her second straight NCAA All- 
America honor in cross country and her third 
overall. © Assistant Tennis Coach John 
Erikson '61 and his son, Carl Erikson '94, 
won the USTA Super-Senior Father-Son Clay 
Court Championships in Sarasota, Florida. 
Both are members of the Heisman Club Hall 
of Fame. John served as the club’s president 
from 2004-06, and Carl is one of Oberlin’s 
most decorated tennis players. © The Camille 
and Henry Dreyfus Foundation has awarded 
Associate Professor of Chemistry Manish Mehta 
the Henry Dreyfus Teacher-Scholar Award for 
his outstanding leadership in conducting orig- 
inal scholarly research with undergraduates. 
For more information, visit: www.oberlin.edu 
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Music Revisited 


When Jennifer Koh '97 returned to perform in the Artist Recital Series in October, she revis- 
ited musical roots in more ways than one. Her concert program, which traced solo violin 
music from Bach through turn-of-the-century virtuoso Eugene Ysaye, to contemporary com- 
posers Elliott Carter, Kaija Saariaho, and Esa-Pekka Salonen, centered on Bach partitas she 
has been practicing and working on for years. The program also demonstrated the connec- 
tion between new and older music and added a fresh dimension to Bach, using video art cre- 
ated by award-winning artist and filmmaker Tal Rosner. “I believe that the music written 
today creates a kind of thread to the past,” Koh said during her visit to Oberlin, where she 
also led a master class for current students, passing on her own knowledge and passion. 


—Charlotte Landrum 


Kuhn’s Pearls of Wisdom 


In a recent address to conservatory 


students, renowned soprano Judy Kuhn 


John Seyfried 


81 recalled her Oberlin years with 
disarming honesty—including a senior 
recital where she forgot the words and 
had to cross the stage to sneak a peek at 
her accompanist’s music. Kuhn quickly 
realized that opera just wasn't her 
thing and, shortly afterwards, stepped 
off the graduation stage and into 
a friend’s car headed for New York 


City. Kuhn went on to land the role of 


Cosette in the United States’ premiere 
of Les Miserables, earn three Tony Award nominations, and achieve worldwide 
fame as the voice of Disneys Pocahontas. At Oberlin. she encouraged students 
with her own hard-won advice: “Never limit yourself. When you have an interest 
in something, try it. Put yourself out there. Always study. Work is your best school.” 


Cree Carrico ‘11 
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Radio Drama Not Dead 


by Harmony Pringle 'I1 


“There are a lot of reasons to hire a pri- 
vate detective these days. | am not one 
of them. Hardin Lovelace, private eye.” 


o begins The Dead Hear Footsteps, 

WOBC 91.5 FM's sole radio drama, a 

half-hour weekly live serial that began 
in 2000 as a class project of Ben Rubin 
‘03. Set in the fictional California port 
town of Bayside, with endless docks, a 
Chinatown, opium traffickers, and East 
Coast mobsters, it’s a far cry from its actual 
setting inside WOBC's dingy Studio B on 
the top floor of Wilder Hall—a tumble 
of old vinyl, dented metal cabinets, mis- 


matched chairs, and a piano missing its 
ivory. But, of course, it’s radio, so no one 
has to know. 

As acknowledged at the beginning of 
each installment, plots and themes are 
blatantly plagiarized from works by detec- 
tive writers Raymond Chandler and Dashiell 
Hammett, as well as Theodore “Dr. Seuss” 
Geisel. Episodes of DHFS, as the show is 
affectionately called, may be self-contained 
stories or nudged along by the overall story 
line, with the set of stock characters pro- 


Help on Wheels 


viding continuity. Minor figures, from mob- 


sters to murderous lounge singers, pepper 


each episode. ‘The present cast of the show 
consists of 12 to 16 students. 

“Over these seven to eight years, we've 
cranked out a mythos,” says Jamie Albrecht 
‘10, the show’s producer and director. 
Albrecht’s computer houses a character 
database exceeding 100 entries. These 
characters revolve around the show’s star, 
Hardin Lovelace, a lousy yet loveable 
detective who is more often sloshed than 
successful. 

Presenting 30 minutes of drama each 
week requires a regular process of collabo- 
rative story meetings, splintered script 
writing, and final editing to create a uni- 
fied plot. Parts are assigned largely based 
on who applies the best accent. 

All you need, explains Albrecht, are “a 
good script and enthusiastic actors.’ 

And sound effects. The show depends on 
both a suitcase of props and digital effects, 
which lead to moments of unintended com- 
edy, such as when “the gunshot turns into a 
glass of water being poured,’ says former 
DHFS member Beau Mahurin ‘06. 


The out-of-tune piano at the back of 


the studio also is key. Mahurin, who origi- 
nally signed on as the DHFS musician, 
recalls sitting behind the piano “and ad- 


“The [Henry B.] Betts Award will change my life,” Ralf Hotchkiss 69, hon. '91, told his 
benefactors 15 years ago. The award was presented to Hotchkiss, who built the first motor- 
ized wheelchair to climb stairs while a student at Oberlin, for his significant contributions 
to quality of life for people with disabilities, specifically his invention and design of wheeled 
mobility devices. “Now I can link more of the designers who have pieces of the solution 
ethicn so we can share our knowledge,” he added. When Hotchkiss returned to Oberlin 
this past November, his mission remained on course. His company, Whirlwind Wheelchair 
International, supplies cost-effective chairs constructed from local materials and built for 
durable terrain to more than 45 countries. While speaking to a room full of budding social 
entrepreneurs in a talk titled “Trickle-up Development: What we can learn from disabled 
untouchables,” he used his own chair—the product of mechanics and engineers from 
around the world—as an example of collaborative construction. The wheels, he said, were 
made in Zimbabwe and used for pushcarts. Made entirely of flexible rubber, they give the 
chair added versatility. The wheelchair constructed at Oberlin was especially useful for 
climbing “the three flights of the then all-female Keep Cottage,” he joked. 

Sage Aronson ‘12 and OAM 
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Joe Phillips ‘12 


reads the part of Hardin 
Lovelace in this season of DHFS. 


libbing atmosphere music according to the 
descriptions in the script.” 

What helps carry the story, says Albrecht, 
is thinking about the audience—or, rather, 
the possible lack thereof. “When you're 
doing radio, you're never quite sure if any- 
one’s actually listening. 

“We're doing it mostly just out of the 
love of it,” he says. “We love the characters 
and we love Bayside, and we want to keep 
writing stories about them.” ATS 

Listen to the show at wobc.org. 


Ralf Hotchkiss holds a workshop in Thillisi, 


Georgia. 
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Wendy Levy '82 


Many companies “spend all day develop- 
ing really cool online tools for no good 
reason except to make money, and in my 
mind, that’s not good enough.” 


—wWendy Levy '82 on “How Do We Change 
the World? What | Know About Storytelling, 
Emerging Technologies and the Challenge 
of Social Justice.” Levy is director of creative 
programming at the Bay Area Video Coali- 
tion, a group of independent media makers. 


“lf | had any inkling that God wanted me 
to [resign], | would’ve stopped. ... God has 
felt so palpably close.” 


—Episcopal Bishop of New Hampshire Gene 
Robinson, during a talk in Finney Chapel. 
Robinson, known as the first openly gay 
and partnered bishop of a major Christian 
denomination and the religious leader who 
delivered the invocation at President Barack 
Obama's inaugural event, has been active 
in promoting civil rights for lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender people. 


“It was a struggle growing up. A friend saw 
some medication in [my] medicine cabinet 
and asked his mom about it. Suddenly, a 
whole network of parents knew, and | didn’t 
have any friends. ...Living with AIDS takes 
a lot out of you, but it also gives you a lot.” 


—AIDS and HIV activist Rey Cordova on 
“Growing Up Positive,” a talk given during 
World AIDS Week. Born with HIV in 1980, 
Cordova is one of the oldest people living 
who was born with the virus. 


Ma’Ayan Plaut '10 
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Oberlin and Colleges Across the Country 
Put Russell Under the Scope 


After a concerted campaign from colleges and universities 
across the country, including Oberlin, Russell Sporting 
Goods has agreed to a full, independent investigation of 
its Jerzees de Honduras factory by the Worker Rights 
Consortium (WRC). 

Analysts say the college market occupies a significant part 
of Russell's business. At Oberlin, its products are primarily used by 
some student groups and the Oberlin athletics department, which purchases 
roughly 150 shirts and five dozen sweatshirts annually, says Kiki Jacobs, associate director of 
athletics. 

Oberlin College started boycotting the sporting goods company’s wares in May as part of 
a nationwide campaign to pressure the company in response to repeated violations of work- 
ers rights. The following month the WRC reported that in six of Russell’s factories, labor 
contracts were worded in a way that would strip workers of benefits if they formed a 
legitimate union, says Casey Babbitt '12, a research intern for the college's Purchasing 
Committee. If the boycott remains in effect, the athletics department will continue to use 
its inventory until its supply runs out. 

The WRC is expected to release its report in January, at which time Oberlin'’s Purchasing 
Committee will convene and decide whether it will lift its boycott. 


—Sarp Yavuz 13 


Only Fair Florida Tomatoes Served at Oberlin 


Diners in Oberlin cafeterias may have noticed that their favorite winter dish- 


es containing large tomatoes are taking on a smaller appearance. 


The change came about in November after the college's food 
service provider, Bon Appétit Management Company, announced 
that all company venues relying on Florida tomatoes would be 
supplied by growers who have agreed to the code of conduct 
established by Bon Appétit and the Coalition of Immokalee 
Workers (CIW), a worker-run group that seeks to improve the 
lives of low-wage, mostly agricultural workers throughout the 
state of Florida. 

Alderman Farms, which grows primarily grape tomatoes, was the first Florida grower to 
sign the agreement. 

“After standing in the fields with tomato pickers in Florida, and seeing firsthand their 
dismal work conditions, | gave my word that if we couldn't locate growers who would agree 
to our wage and labor requirements, we simply wouldn't serve tomatoes in winter.” says 
Fedele Bauccio, CEO of Bon Appétit. 

The code of conduct has been. to date, the most comprehensive program designed to 
address the abuses farm workers face. Bon Appétit’ nonprofit foundation has also created 


three fellowships for recent college graduates. 


Othice of Communications 
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The Great Journey through Europe jure 25-1 s, 200 


Escorted by David Cleeton, Emeritus Professor of Economics 


Join us on a journey through the heart of the Alps and along the sto- 
ried Rhine River via a unique combination of rail and river travel. 
Spend four days exploring Europe’s most majestic scenery from the 
idyllic Swiss resorts of Zermatt and Lucerne. On three rail journeys, 
view the pinnacle of the Matterhorn from the Gornergrat Bahn, 
cross the mountainous backbone of Switzerland aboard the cele- 
brated Glacier Express, and ride a cog railway up Mount Pilatus for 
panoramic vistas of Lake Lucerne. Travel overland from Lucerne 
through the verdant countryside and lake district of Switzerland to 
Basel and cruise to Frankfurt, Germany. View the treasures of a river 
that has functioned as the cultural crossroads of half a continent, 


the meeting point of the Latin 
and Germanic worlds. Walk 
where Roman legionaries once 
marched; stroll the narrow 
streets of medieval university 
towns; stand before the twin 
spires of Cologne Cathedral; 
and relax in a streetside café 
over a refreshing glass of 
Riesling, the Rhine’s famous 
white wine. Brochure available. 


Iceland: The Land of Fire and 160 jay 28-ruguse 5, 2010 


Escorted by Dennis Hubbard, Professor of Geology, and Karla Parsons-Hubbard, Associate Professor of Geology 


Join this journey of dramatic explo- 
ration to the island nation of 
Iceland, a country endowed with 
massive glaciers, bubbling geysers, 
and cascading waterfalls. Watch for 
whales and the abundant bird life as 
you cruise by pristine arctic land- 
scapes of rocky coastlines and tow- 
ering fjords. Immerse yourself in 
ancient Viking heritage and observe 


traditional Icelandic life in the old Norse fishing ports. We will visit 
the charming fishing town of IsafjOrdur, a bastion of traditional 
Icelandic culture. See the pristine island of Grimsey, located directly 
on the Arctic Circle and known for its lush vegetation, spectacular 
cliff-lined shores, and diverse bird life. Enjoy an evening circum- 
navigating Surtsey Island, Iceland’s most active volcanic island. Take 
anexcursion to Reykjavik to experience the stunning mountain 
beauty of Thingvellir National Park; within the park we will view the 
96-foot-high Gullfoss Waterfalls, geysers, and hot springs. Brochure 
available. 


OBIEAdventures! Colorado River Canoe Trip 


TRIP 1: July 30-August 1, 2010 TRIP 2: August 6-8, 2010 


Join fellow Obies on a low-cost, high-energy canoe trip down the 
Colorado River! The first weekend (July 30-August 1) is dedicated to 
young alumni who graduated from 2000-2010, while the second 
weekend (August 6-8) is open to all alumni. This trip will cover a 
stretch of spectacular canyon country between Fruita, Colo., and 
Westwater, Utah. The river current is gentle, with occasional small 
rapids to add spice to the journey. The steep walled canyons are 
accessible only from the river, giving the area a true wilderness set- 
ting. There will be ample time along the way for hiking into the 


canyons, swimming in the cool river, or simply relaxing on its banks. 


Floating through 
Horsethief and 
Ruby Canyons, you 
will pass high walls 
of red sandstone 
and shale deposit- 


ed during the age 


of the dinosaurs. 
Space is limited. No previous canoeing experience is needed. 


Brochure available in spring 2010. 


i al TT Te * IY 5. « 
Save the Dates! WONDERS OF CHINA AND TIBET: October 15-29, 


programs, please cal 


2011. ¢ If you would like to receive electronic news and brochures about our 
| 440-775-8692 or e-mail Deb. Stanfield@oberlin.edu. Please consider traveling with fellow Obies! 
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Ce to the work of the 
man in the title, most of the 
artists appearing in Younger 
Than Jesus: The Artist Directory 
would agree they re under- 
achievers. Even still, appearing 
in the book, the New Museum's 
directory of 500 best interna- 
tional artists under the age of 
33, is quite an accomplishment 
for the four Oberlin alumni on 


the list, given that only about 
50 U.S. artists were included. 
Jacob Ciocci ‘00, Cory Arcangel 
‘00, Ginger Takahashi ‘99, and 
Paul B. Davis ‘00 are among the 
top artists, and Julia Christensen, 
a member of the art department 
faculty, also made the cut. A trio 
of curators, including Lauren 
Cornell ‘00, working with a 
team of 200 art-world insiders, 


devised the list. 


PHAIDON 


Charlotte Landrum and Jeff Hagan '86 contributed 


Real Food, 
Digitally Delivered 


D:"* Schloss 07 and Allie 
Schwartz ‘07 are on the fore- 
front of at least three fronts, 
and they're pulling it all together 
into one project. The pair has 
combined their understanding of 
media convergence, the foodie 
trend, and the ongoing recession 
to forge a web-based cooking 
show for urban-dwelling, bud- 
get-minded home chefs (very 
much like themselves) called 
Economy Bites (www.economy- 
bites.tv). The show, appearing 
new every Friday, features 
Schwartz as the light-hearted 
host who promises at the begin- 
ning of each five- to six-minute 
episode to show you how to 
produce a meal you “cook on 
Sunday, eat 'til Thursday.” Don't 
worry about scrambling along 
to make your own meal in that 
fraction of an hour—the web- 
site features the recipes used 
in the episodes, along with cook- 
ing tips, between-episode blog 
entries, and short video features. 
“Even though we're in a 
recession, we care about eat- 
ing real food that we cook,” 
says Schloss, a filmmaker. “If 
Allie, a liberal arts graduating 
amateur foodie can do it, then 


anyone can.” 


Besides the show's co-cre- 
ators, the entire team behind 
Economy Bites is Obieriffic: The 
website was designed by Ben 
Regenspan ‘08, music 
composed by Seth Samuel ’07, 
and the logo designed by Ravi 


Jackson ‘07. 


Daniel Schloss and Allie Schwartz 


Who is 
Katie O’Reilly 08? 


This Oberlin Conservatory 
alumna recently came excruci- 
atingly close to winning more 
than $15,000 on Alex Trebek's 


famous game show. 


A vocal performance grad, 
Katie O'Reilly ‘08 was in the 
spotlight on the September 25, 
2009, episode of Jeopardy!. She 
held on to first place through- 
out most of the game; her 
$2,000 first-round lead steadily 
growing to a $4,700 gulf by 


Final Jeopardy. 


to Oberlin beyond Oberlin. 
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Alex Trebek and 
Katie O'Reilh 


Though the questions were 
all over the map—one of her 
favorite coups was correctly 
identifying a photo of the 
Ferrero Rocher chocolate wrap- 
per—her Oberlin education 
certainly helped, she says, with 
the musical and literary trivia. 
Among her correct answers: the 
name of New York's performing 
arts Mecca! and the number of 
trombones and cornets in the 
famous Music Man band-. 

“The Music Man is my favorite 
musical,” she says. “I would've 
been very sad if I hadn't gotten 
those.” 

O'Reilly's journey to the 
Jeopardy! set actually began 
while she was a student at 
Oberlin. “I always kinda liked 
Jeopardy!, but it was never 
something that I was really 
into,’ she says. During her 
senior year, on “a total whim,’ 
she took the test on the shows 
website, the first-level screen 
for potential contestants. 

O'Reilly made the cut, but 


the callback date conflicted 


with Commencement. After 
graduating, she tried again and 
was asked to audition in the 
Boston area, where she now 
lives. Held at a local hotel, the 


audition employed a sort of 


makeshift version of the familiar 


set: a slide projector and a com- 
puter. After the tryout, she was 
invited to compete on the real 
show, taped in July; now, her 
answers (actually, as per Jeopardy! 
form, questions) would be 
broadcast to more than 8 million 
viewers nationwide. 

That night, the pressure was 
on, but things were going well. 
She got both Daily Doubles, 
naming a famously corpulent 
Shakespearean character, for 
$1,000, and the Mexico City 
palace commemorated in the 
Marine Corps Hymn‘ for 
$2,500. When Final Jeopardy 
came, she wagered $5,200, 
which, if answered correctly, 
would have cinch the win. 

The answer: “Because of the 


requirements in pumping blood to 
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obie blog watch 


BLOGGER: 


Daniel Radosh 91 at radosh.net 


TAGLINE: 


Pop. Politics. Sex. So On. 


BACKGROUND: 


What's good for Daniel Radosh 91 might not be good for his 


readers: Radosh, whose writing has appeared in the New York 


Times, New Yorker, Salon, McSweenys, and Modern Humorist, 


was hired a few months ago as a writer for Comedy Central’s 


The Daily Show, slowing down his rate of blog posting. 


Too bad, because radosh.net is very funny. It’s like a standup 


comic with hyperlinks, spotting absurdities in the culture and 


cutting and pasting them into a genuine critique of it. Radosh.net 


pointed out, for instance, that Esquire magazine's online version 


declared Facebook's street cred dead—right under its own perma- 


nent link to the social networking site. Radosh and his guest 


posters take shots left and right, as content to jab filmmaker 


Michael Moore as Republican party chief Michael Steele. 


Readers need not worry, it seems, that the new gig will get in 


the way too much: Radosh is posting video of the bits he’s written 


for the The Daily Show. 


its brain, it has the highest blood 
pressure of any living animal.” 

“LT was thinking of an animal 
with a really big brain,” says 
O'Reilly, who racked hers to 
come up with a response. “What 
is a blue whale?” she scrawled 
on her screen. 

Unfortunately, the right 


response had more to do with 


gravity than heft. Because of 

their long necks, giraffes’ blood 
pressure is through the roof. “It 
was sad,” she says. “Giraffe didn't 
even occur to me.” It did occur 


to both of her competitors, 


however; O'Reilly finished third. 


Did the outcome make her 
wish she’d done things difterent- 
ly at school, perhaps taken 
another biology class? “No, 
O'Reilly says with a chuckle, 
“then | would've done just as 
bad at school as | did at Final 
Jeopardy.” 

She does have a plan for 
getting a second shot, though. 
“Become a celebrity so they 


invite me back on Celebrit 


Jeopardy!.” Don't be surprised if, 


in a few vears, Katie O'Reilly 
becomes the first opera diva to 


take home the championship. 


OBAMA’S OBIES 


For these Washington players, the path to power went through Wilder Bowl. 


Is this the Age of Oberlin in Obama’s White House? 


By Marc Sandalow ’82 


he fanciful notion that Oberlin runs the world—or at least 
ought to—is a few steps closer to reality. Whether it’s 
shepherding Supreme Court nominations through con- 
firmation, directing the nation’s response to the HINI virus, 


meeting the needs of 4 million federal employees, protecting 
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THE CAPITAL CONNECTION 
BEFORE OBAMA 


In 1877 President Rutherford Hayes appointed John 
Mercer Langston, Class of 1835, as U.S. Minister to 
Haiti, beginning a tradition of Oberlin graduates serv- 
ing in high-ranking diplomatic roles. 


John F. Kennedy tapped two Oberlinians to serve as 
ambassadors: Edwin O. Reischauer ’31 as ambassa- 
dor to Japan and Carl Rowan ’47 as ambassador to 
Finland (Rowan also served as JFK’s deputy assistant 
secretary of state and later as director of the United 
States Information Agency under Lyndon Johnson). 


Steven Robert Mann "73 served as U.S. ambassador 
to the Republic of ‘Turkmenistan under Bill Clinton 


and George W. Bush. 


Bruce Cole ’64 served as chairman of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities under George W. Bush. 
Though not a diplomatic post, like many positions in 


Washington, it probably required a good deal of diplomacy. 
£ | y req g | y 


equality in the workplace, or deciding which musicians get to 
perform at the White House, there is now an Oberlin graduate 
calling the shots. 

Many Oberlin alumni have served in the executive adminis- 
tration throughout history. Jacob D. Cox, Class of 1851, was inte- 
rior secretary for Ulysses S. Grant. Charles Sawyer, Class of 1908, 
was secretary of commerce to Harry S. Truman. Erwin Griswold 
‘25 reigned as solicitor general under presidents Johnson and 
Nixon. Jewel Stradford LaFontant '43 served as U.S. deputy solic- 
itor general under Nixon, the highest ranking woman of his second 
term. And Richard Haass '73 was a key foreign policy player under 
two Bush presidencies. But never have so many Oberlinians 
served at such high levels at once. If there is such a thing as an 
“Age of Oberlin” in the executive branch, it is now. 

“Oberlin!” President Barack Obama exclaimed with an impressed 
nod during an Oval Office meeting last summer, referring to the alma 
mater of Cynthia Hogan '79, counsel to Vice President Joe Biden. 

There has long been an Ivy League camaraderie among 
Washington elites. At least one third of the degrees earned by 
cabinet members in the presidencies of Carter, Nixon, and Reagan 
were from the Ivies, as were nearly half of those in Ford’s cabi- 
net, according to the New Yorker. Judging by the the growing 
number of Obies at work in the administration, this lock may 
soon be history. 

Each of the five profiled here shares common Oberlin traits. 
Each speaks of public service, egalitarianism, and intellectual 
curiosity as Oberlin values they bring to their professional tasks. 
They all speak fondly of their college years in Ohio (three met 
their spouses here). And all have been incredibly busy since grad 


uation, leading them to where they are today. 


Note: At press time, the U.S. Senate had yet to confirm the appoint 


ments of Martha Nace Johnson and Jacqueline Berrien 
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Cynthia Hogan '7 


9 (above right) escorted Sonia Sotomayor on visits to nearl, 


all 100 U.S. senators prior to her confirmation as Supreme Court justice. 


CYNTHIA HOGAN ’79 


Counsel to Vice President Joe Biden 


eS Hogan came to Oberlin because she was interested in 
art restoration. Three decades later she occupies a stately 
office on the second floor of the Old Executive Office Building 
as Vice President Joe Biden’s senior counsel. 

“It’s the great Oberlin story,” she says. 

It started with Philosophy of Art, taught by Norman Care. 
That led her to Philosophy of Government, an eye-opening expe- 
rience. Law school led her to a job at the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, chaired by Delaware Senator Joe Biden. And by last 
summer, she was helping Obama select a Supreme Court nominee. 

“IT saw that you can change the world,” Hogan says of her 
Oberlin days, and her switch from art to government. “That's where 
the Oberlin piece came in.” 

After five years with Senator Biden, Hogan took a 12-year pro- 
fessional leave to raise a daughter and son. Shortly after the 2008 
election, the vice president-elect called. He wanted her back. 

She agreed to return, but at four-fifths time, which at the White 
House often translates into 80-hour, rather than 100-hour, weeks. 
But the arrangement allows her to pick up her kids from school. 

When Supreme Court Justice David Souter announced his 
retirement, Obama called on his VP’s counsel and her judiciary 
committee background. Hogan helped winnow the list of poten- 
Office for 


tial nominees to four and ushered each into the Ova 
a meeting. Sonia Sotomayor won the job. 

“She is an incredible combination of tough and warm. She's a 
people person,” says Hogan, who escorted Sotomayor on person- 
al visits to nearly all 100 senators. 

Hogan is now back to her regular job— providing legal coun- 
sel to the vice president on internal matters such as personne 
and compliance, and on high profile policy issues such as regu- 
latory reform, prisoner renditions, and the Patriot Act. | 

Hogan is too busy to decorate the nearly barren walls of her 
oversized office (it held 10 cubicles for Dick Cheney's national 
ecurity team in the last administration). But she hasn't given up 
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on art. As a student, Hogan stood in line to rent a piece from the 
Allen Memorial Art Museum—an original Helen Frankenthaler. 
For her 20th wedding anniversary, she and her husband, Mark 


Katz 79, splurged on a Frankenthaler for their home. 


MARTHA NACE JOHNSON ’74 


(Nominated) Administrator, General Service Administration 


Mew Johnson never touched a computer during her four 
years at Oberlin. When her econometrics course required 
number crunching, she and her classmates filled out punch cards 
and dropped them off at the physics building to be tabulated 
overnight. 

Today, Johnson is Obama's choice to run the General Service 
Administration (GSA), the agency that among other things oper- 
ates the federal government’s Internet domain (.gov). 

How did she end up in position to run a bureaucracy that 
manages tens of billions of dollars of real estate, procures sup- 
plies for more millions of federal workers, and manages the gov- 
ernment’s computers? 

It’s a journey that includes Shansi, business school, diesel 
engines, corporate consulting, and chocolate-chip cookie dough 
ice cream (Johnson was a classmate of Jerry Greenfield ’73 and 
worked briefly for the Vermont ice cream company founded by 
Greenfield and Ben Cohen). 

“So many experiences. Never single-minded. That's so Oberlin,” 
Johnson says. 

But the path wasn't so evident when she arrived at Oberlin in 
the fall of 1970, four months after the shootings at Kent State. 

“I had no idea what the GSA was,” Johnson concedes with a 
laugh. But she quickly embraced a familiar Oberlin dream. “1 
wanted to run an organization. A nonprofit; and it would save the 
world,” she says. 

From her oak-paneled office at the GSA, the same room that 
once belonged to Franklin Roosevelt's famed Interior Secretary 


Harold Ickes, Johnson now has her chance. 


General Services 


Obama's choice fo run the 


Martha Johnson ‘74, 


\dministration. 


Associated Press/Harry Hamburg 


Associated Press/Erik S. Lesser 


With a staff of 12,000 employees and 11 regional offices, 
Johnson plans to spotlight several priorities with an Oberlin ring: 
the greening of federal buildings with $5.5 billion in stimulus 
money, an overhaul of the government's public computer profile 
to fulfill Obama's mandate for openness and access, a push for 
education, and training of the work force to improve efficiency. 

And Johnson has a very Oberlin idea—perhaps a fantasy, she 
acknowledges—to humanize the thousands of government build- 


ings she will oversee: she'd like to see a piano in every lobby. 


TOM FRIEDEN ’82 


Director, U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 


om Frieden recalls burrowing into a cubicle in Mudd library 

from which he produced a 200-page honors thesis on 20th- 
century Austrian philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein. Among the 
lasting lessons: that two different perspectives, although logically 
inconsistent, can be equally valid. 

It’s a lesson, he says, that serves him well as he strives to 
couple policy and organization as director of the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

No Oberlin alum has been more visible than Frieden over the 
past year. His 14,000-person agency has been at the forefront in 
battling the HIN1 flu pandemic. 


“Responding to the pandemic of HIN1 has been enormously 


challenging,” Frieden says. “At the same time, it has generated 
much interest in public health’s abilities and functions.” 
Frieden’s story is compelling. He was a doctor in rural India set- 


ting up tuberculosis clinics in 2001 when the horror of September 


11 compelled him to return home to New York. Mayor-elect 
Michael Bloomberg, whom Frieden had never heard of, tapped 
him to be the city’s health commissioner, and Frieden soon made 
his presence known. He successfully pushed a smoking ban in 


bars and restaurants, a ban on trans fats, and campaigns for 


breast-feeding and for drinking tap water. In his fight against 


Obama tapped former NYC health commissioner Tom Frieden ’82 to head 


the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 


Jacqueline Berrien '83 protects equality in the workplace as chair of the 


Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. 


AIDS, he branded specialty condoms with a map of New York 
and even placed a jar of free prophylactics on his desk. 

All that work was not lost on Obama, who in May named 
Frieden to head the Atlanta-based CDC, where Frieden says he 
will continue to emphasize prevention. After all, “prevention is 
the best buy in health.” 

Frieden also sees clear links between his Oberlin experience and 
his current responsibilities. “There are a lot of resonances between 
the CDC and Oberlin: commitment to justice, commitment to 
knowledge, commitment to equality,’ he says. “People at the 
CDC want to change public health to make the world better.” 


JACQUELINE BERRIEN ’83 
(Nominated) Chair, Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 


=| eae Berrien left Washington, D.C., for Oberlin in 1979, 
drawn by the college's reputation for liberal arts and music and 
its long history of opening doors to women and students of color. 

Thirty years later she is positioned to keep opening those doors. 

As Obama's choice to chair the Equal Employment Oppor- 
tunity Commission (EEOC), Berrien will oversee a 2,200-mem- 
ber staff, a $342 million budget, and 53 field offices aimed at 
fighting job discrimination. 

The post is a natural for Berrien, who has held a series of high- 
profile jobs promoting social justice. She had served as program 
officer in the Ford Foundation’s Peace and Social Justice pro- 
gram; attorney with the American Civil Liberties Union Women’s 
Rights Project and for the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights; and 
most recently, assistant director of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People’s Legal Defense Fund. 

“The scope of [the EEOC] is to eliminate unlawful discrimi- 
nation in the workforce, which potentially affects almost everyone 
in the country,” Berrien says. “It’s completely in line with what 
l've done, what I’ve cared about, and what I've worked to achieve 
throughout my career.” 


OBERLIN ALUMNI MAGAZINE 


David Kennerly 


Berrien credits Oberlin for helping to foster her passion. She 
recalls influential visits to Oberlin by civil rights luminaries, such 
as Bill Robinson ‘63, who was then executive director of the 
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, and U.W. 
Clemon, Alabama's first African American federal judge, for whom 
she would clerk after law school. | 

“Oberlin was an incredible place for me to see how advocacy 
and organizing happened,” she says. | 

After Oberlin, Berrien attended Harvard Law School, where 
she was general editor of the Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties 
Review. And although she graduated a year before Obama arrived, 
in her final year she befriended a first-year student named Michelle 
Robinson, who would go on to marry the future president. 

“When I was at Oberlin, I always expected I would return 
home to D.C. and work for the government. I didn’t know it would 
take so many years, says Berrien, who has made Brooklyn her 
home for the past two decades. 


JOE REINSTEIN ’87 


Deputy Social Secretary, the White House 


ae Joe Reinstein did at Oberlin could have foretold his 
prominence in the world of music. 

He had friends in the conservatory and enjoyed banging on 
the piano. He fondly recalls watching many performers on cam- 
pus, from Livingston Taylor to the Oberlin folk duo Hannah and 
Jane (he has since married Hannah Higgins 88). 

But it never occurred to Reinstein, a government major, that 
someday he’d be hugging Stevie Wonder at the White House, 
booking Ziggy Marley to play at the Easter Egg Roll, or describ- 
ing the U.S. Marine Corps Band as “incredibly versatile” and 
“incredibly cool.” 

Reinstein is the deputy social secretary in charge of White 
House cultural and annual events. It’s a job that sounds like a 


Mudd-induced daydream. 


oversees cultural and annual 


deputy sacial secretary, Joe Reinstein 91 


events for the White House 
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From his East Wing office, Reinstein is charged with bringing 
music to the White House and fulfilling Obama’s promise 
to shine a light on the arts. Artists like Wynton Marsalis, Alison 
Krauss, Charley Pride, Tony Bennett, Gloria Estefan, Marc 
Anthony, Los Lobos, Sheila E., Pete Escovedo, Joshua Bell, Alisa 
Weilerstein, and Stevie Wonder have already put in appearances. 

“Stevie Wonder is a good hugger,” Reinstein says. 

Reinstein came to the White House after spending nearly two 
decades at some of the largest advertising agencies in the world, 
working on socially progressive causes as well as familiar prod- 
ucts and companies such as Cap’n Crunch and Taco Bell. He 
and Obama had a mutual friend in Desiree Rogers, current 
White House social secretary, whom Reinstein met when she 
was director of the Illinois Lottery. 

After Rogers was named to her position in the White House, 
“LT immediately congratulated her, and the next thing I knew | 
was moving to Washington the day before the Inauguration,” 
Reinstein says. @ 


Marc Sandalow teaches politics and journalism at the University of 
Californias Washington Center. His book, Madam Speaker: The 
Life, Times and Rise of Nancy Pelosi, was published in 2008. 
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THEY ALSO SERVE 


The role of Oberlin alumni in the new administration 
extends beyond the five profiled here. Some alumni 
serve in staff positions, while others serve as informal 
advisors or as members of federal panels. Among them: 


Tamara Cofman Wittes ’91, deputy assistant secre- 
tary of state for Near Eastern affairs at the U.S. 
Department of State 


Peter Lavoy ’83, deputy director of national intelli- 
gence for analysis 


Desiree Pipkins ’06, staff assistant to the White 
House Counsel's office 


Edward F. Hartfield ’72, member, Federal Service 
Impasses Panel, Federal Labor Relations Authority 


Katherine “Kit” Batten ’96, science advisor to the 
deputy director of the Department of Interior 


Georgia Yuan °75, deputy general counsel for post- 
secondary education and regulatory service, U.S. 
Department of Education 


Know of additional alumni in positions in the new 
administration? Let us know and we'll list them in a 
future issue of OAM. 
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A not very definitive, somewhat idiosyncratic, and entirely 


unthematic glimpse of the strangely mighty literary output of 


a pretty small college in the middle of Ohio. 


Want to write? 
Celebrated author Dan Chaon 
suggests reading. 


By Michael Emerson Dirda 09 


66 t happens when you're a kid—you sit with a book, and 
two hours later you lift your head and you haven't been in 
your bedroom. There is some spark in the writing, in the 

scene, in the character, where it ceases to be words on a page, 

and youre actually living in another place.” 

That, according to Dan Chaon, Oberlin’s Pauline Delaney 
Associate Professor of Creative Writing, is what makes good 
writing good. 

He should know. Chaon holds a Pushcart Prize and an O. 
Henry Award, as well as the 2006 Academy Award in Literature 
from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. His second 
short story collection, Among the Missing, was a finalist for the 
2001 National Book Award. His most recent novel, New York 
Times bestseller Await Your Reply, received glowing reviews in 
scores of national publications ranging from the Wall Street 
Journal to the Washington Post. It was named by the New York 
Times as one of the 100 Notable Books of 2009 and was 
included among critic Janet Maslin’s top 10 books of 2009. 

But to creative writing students at Oberlin College, where 
he teaches, he’s none of that; he’s simply Professor Chaon. 

His own life's work takes a back seat in the classroom, where 

the focus is on cultivating a student's technique and fostering 

the development of his or her style. 

So where does this seasoned wordsmith begin with a class 


of eager, green writers? 


“T always approach creative writing through reading, he 
says. Writers start out as readers; they Start out loving books 
and wanting to emulate the experience that they got as a reader 
and to figure out how to do that themselves. So one of the 
important aspects of my class is that we're always looking at a 
variety of different texts.” 

Chaon doesn't assign specific texts in order to steer his 
students in one direction, but rather to allow each student to 
weigh his or her own voice, own method, and own mode of 
expression against that of an established other. 

“I want creative writing students to find a voice that feels 
unique to them and that expresses some essential part of them- 
selves,’ says Chaon. “As a result, I’ve had students who are 
primarily writing science fiction. I’ve had students who are 
writing very personal biography. I've had students writing 
realism. I've had students writing fantasy. And I’m not parti- 
cularly concerned about the content of their work as long as 
its beautiful and has that personal spark that makes the work 
unique to them.” 

The ongoing quest to craft such a personal voice, Chaon 
emphasizes, is central to successful writing both in college and 
at the professional level. Such universal issues place Chaon and 
his students on equal footing in his creative writing workshop. 
Each week, Chaon plays host to a group of hungry writers— 
but instead of imparting the wisdom of a master, as a lecturer 
might do, he leads an exploration that prompts students to 
think critically about their peers’ work or their own. 

“When you're in a creative writing classroom, you are all 
writers and you are all looking at the same things. Whether 
youve been working at it for five years or 20, a lot of the same 
issues are still there in various forms,” says Chaon. “I'm the 


guide, but we're all sort of wandering out into the jungle.” 
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Professor Dan Chaon and writer Ishmael Beah '04 before a New York City alumni event at the New York Society for Ethical C1 


Of course, putting himself on the same plane as his students 
can cause issues. In the workshop setting— where “everyone 
has an opinion, and everyone thinks that his or her opinion is 
equally valid’—there are times when Chaon must add weight 
to his own critique. 

It's always nice to have the O. Henry Award beside you 
when you're giving students feedback,” he laughs. 

(hough about 25 students graduate from Oberlin with 


degrees in creative writing each year, Chaon acknowledges that 


many ol them dont pursue ¢ areers as authors. Still, the skills 


earned from studying narrative translate well across disc iplines 


Narrative is a way of thinking about the world. \nd it's a 


it's valuable to 


omple vay O} thinking about the world 


xe able to think in those terms as well as scientific terms 01 


analytic terms or anything else,” Chaon says. “The process of 
working with poetic concepts and narrative concepts is a ver) 
separate kind of thinking than, say, the kind of analytic think- 
ing you do in an English class or the kind of mathematical or 
logical thinking you do in a chemistry class. Even if [my stu- 
dents} don't become writers, they'll still have skills that will 
serve them later in life. 

“I've had students go into social work, and | think their train- 
ing as writers sets a line to understanding peoples stories, he 
adds. “Wanting to feel compassion fot people who other people 
don't feel compassion for—that makes perfect sense to me.” 


Viichael Emerson Dirda is a fellow in the Office of 


Communications at ( berlin 


Mentoring Writers: An Oberlin Tradition 


The Mentor and the Memorist 


[’ A Long Way Gone Ishmael Beah '04 tells the harrowing 
account of his childhood in Sierra Leone, in which he was 
forced to be a soldier in a brutal civil war. It was at Oberlin 


that he began to tell his difficult story. 


Ishmael Beah’s 

Top Five Influential Books 

Waiting for the Barbarians, J.M. Coetzee 

Anthills of the Savannah, Chinua Achebe 
The Farming of Bones, Edwidge Danticat 


The Devil that Danced on the Water: 
A Daughter's Quest, Aminatta Forna 
Half of a Yellow Sun, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 


OAM: Tell us about your experiences being mentored 

while at Oberlin. 

Ishmael Beah: | had several mentors at Oberlin: Ben Schiff 
in the [politics] department, Laurie McMillin in my first-year 
rhetoric and composition writing class, Professor Yakubu Saaka 
from various African history classes I took with him, and Dan Chaon, who became the most influential teacher in my life at 
Oberlin. Professor Chaon was really responsible for unlocking the creative part of me and providing the necessary instructions, 
space, and discipline that I needed to write. We formed a friendship that is only possible at a place like Oberlin because of the 
size of the institution. The mentoring was built on honesty, respect, and a friendship that went beyond the classroom. In my case, 
this was particularly needed, based on the material | was working on. 

When I finally decided to embark on the writing of A Long Way Gone, | asked Professor Chaon if he would be willing to delve 
into some very difficult and painful parts of my story. He casually agreed, but when I started writing about the horrors of the war, 
I could see how that affected him. But more importantly, | was moved by how he remained calm and didn’t allow any of the 
emotional content of the material to interfere with his honest and very helpful comments on my writing. That was meaningful to 


me and gave me the strength I needed to continue writing. @ Jeff Hagan ’86 


The Playwright and the Professor 


hile the creative writing program at Oberlin has shown particular strength in 
mentoring students in its nearly 35 years as a stand-alone program, it’s not a new 
phenomenon. For playwright Thornton Wilder, who attended Oberlin from 1915 to 1917 


then left—with great reluctance and at his father’s insistence 


to attend and graduate 
from Yale, Oberlin Professor Charles Wager was central to his literary development. 

In The Selected Letters of Thornton Wilder, Wilder writes about and to the professor 
many times. In fact, Wager, then chair of the English department, tops the list of why 
Wilder wished to stay at Oberlin, written in a 1917 letter to Wilder’s father. 

“One [reason] is that there is no conviction stronger in me than when I sit under 


Prot. Wager, ‘it is good for me to be there.” He compares his professor to four well- 


The Selected Letters 
of 


known Yale and Harvard professors: “I admit they may be brilliant and literary but they 
have not got that spiritual, almost ascetic, magnetism of Mr. Wager.” 
After leaving Oberlin, Wilder maintained a steady correspondence with his mentor, \l 


THQRNTON wat. BB ER 


using words of such devotion and praise that modern readers may blush. “How many 
- 2 Eilited by 


hours | sat under your rostrum,” he wrote, “burning with awe and emotion, while you Se ENR IACKSUN AR RNLER 


unfolded the masterpieces.” @ JH 
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The New Michael Dirda Interviews the, Uh, Earlier Michael Dirda 


By Michael Emerson Dirda ‘09 


e asked May 2009 graduate 

Michael Emerson Dirda, a 

fellow in Oberlin’s communi- 
cations office, to ask his dad, Washington 
Post book critic Michael Damian Dirda 
70, a few questions. The elder Dirda is 
the author of two collections of essays, 
Readings and Bound to Please; the mem- 
oir An Open Book; and, most recently, 
300k by Book: Notes on Reading and Life. 
In 1993 he received the Pulitzer Prize 


for his reviews and essays. 


MDD: Still Oberlin Class of 1972, anc 
still the greatest prints and drawings 


conservator in the world. 


MDD: Good writers speak to their gener- 


ation. Their books might be powerful or 


2009-10 


controversial or comforting, but they are 
fundamentally in tune with the times. 
Great writers tend to irritate and confuse 
us, at least initially. Their work seems 
strange, out of syne with an era's accept- 
ed aesthetic standards—You call that a 
poem, Miss Dickinson? You call that a 
novel, Mr. Joyce?’ But wait a couple of 
decades, and the merely good books start 
to turn into period pieces. The great 


books keep surprising us. 


MDD: A good critic makes us see better. 
He or she takes a book and shows us 
things we might have otherwise over- 
looked or missed. A great critic actually 
gives us new eyes. After William Empson 
wrote Seven Types of Ambiguity, people 
read poetry in a new way, with deeper 


understanding. 


Me, I'm a reviewer and essayist, what 
I sometimes call a literary entertainer. 
My aim is to encourage people to read 
more widely, in general, and to point 
them, in particular, to the wonderful 


books of the past and of other countries. 


MDD: That's a toughie, but one good 
choice might be The Town That Started 


the Civil War, by Nat Brandt. It traces, 


quite thrillingly, the early history of 
Oberlin’s longstanding commitment to 
civil rights—one of the greatest of the 


college's traditions. 
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John Seyfried 


MED: Nobel Prize-winning author 
Toni Morrison grew up in Lorain—also 
your hometown—just a few years before 
you. Is there something in the air that 
compels young Northeast Ohioans to 
become writers? 

MDD): It’s not the air. It’s the Lake Erie 
water. In truth, nearly all writers are 
voracious readers when young. And small 
towns encourage reading—it’s a way of 
escape (In fact, escape is the great 
theme of Winesburg, Ohio by Sherwood 
Anderson, who worked for a decade at 

a paint store in Elyria). If you're a book- 
ish kid and you love to read stories or 
poems, sooner or later you start to think 


of writing some. 


MED: What book most shaped your life? 
MDD: I can't point to any single title. 
Your grandfather told me the story of 
Ulysses and the Cyclops when | was 

5 or 6, and soon afterwards | found a 
simplified version of The Odyssey at the 
library. Ulysses became my first hero: 

I wanted to be clever, have adventures, 
see the world. In junior high school I 
read Walden and even memorized long 
passages from it. Thoreau said it doesn't 
matter what your family or society expect 
from you, what matters is that you 
become yourself. And here at Oberlin 

I took a French class, given by the late 
Vinio Rossi, on that great novel of love, 
jealousy, art, social class, and memory, 
Proust's In Search of Lost Time. | lived 

in that book for a semester, and it was 
the greatest reading experience of my 


college years. 


MED: What do you think of the future 
of the book, given this generation's pre- 
occupation with all things digital? 
MDD: | imagine that the printed book 
will eventually be replaced as people 
grow increasingly comfortable with read- 
ing on screens of one sort or another. 

| myself love physical books—to me, 
they really are what Keats called ‘magic 
casements —but these familiar oblong 
objects are, in large part, only a delivery 
medium. Stories and poems will always 
be necessary to human beings, whether 
we access them on scrolls, pages, or 
screens. Indeed, art and narrative will 
evolve new forms along with the new 
technology. One danger, though, is the 
computer-user'’s eagerness for speed and 
constant contact with others through 
e-mail, Facebook. and the like. It’s 
important to stress that true reading is 
solitary and always requires one to slow 


down: It’s an act of focused attention. 


MED: Who or what is the single great- 
est literary product to come out of 
Oberlin College? And don't say, ‘me.’ 
MDD: I'd probably pick the Field 
Translation Series, which has introduced 
readers to great poets from around the 
world, from Eugenio Montale and Anna 
Akhmatova to Gunter Eich and Miroslav 
Holub. 

While writers as different as Thornton 
Wilder and William Goldman and Bruce 
Weigl and S.J. Rozan have been Oberlin 
students, I think the college's greatest 


contribution to literature may be simply 


what it stands for 


a liberal education, 


in the best sense, one that produces 
both artists and activists, people of com- 
mitment who live out their ideals. We 
can leave Oberlin, but Oberlin never 


leaves us. @ 


Readers from the Rockies The Oberlin Alumni Club of Colorado has an Oberlin Authors Book Group that has met every other month for the 
last two years. Though the group sometimes exchanges e-mail with the authors in advance of the meeting, they were especially happy to have 


author Thomas Mullen °96 join them by conference call to discuss The Last Town on Earth, which was named Best Debut Novel of 2006 by USA 
Today and won the James Fenimore Cooper Prize for excellence in historical fiction. 
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BY THE TIME I EMERGED FROm THE 
PARK, My ENTIRE COWFUSING LIFE HAP 
PASSED BEFORE MY EYES AND 
RECONFIGURED ITSELF AROUND A 
STARTLING NEW REALIZATION. 


The work of Josh Neufeld and Alison Bechdel (1 to r). David Heatley's work can be seen on this magazine's cover. 


Oberlin’s Graphic Storytellers: Drawn to It 


By Josh Spiro ‘09 


here are some careers that draw Obies like moths to a 


flame—and cartooning is one of them. The bewitching 

corona of the creative, often subversive and less-than- 
lucrative medium has led a series of talented alumni to immerse 
themselves in a profession that the art world and academia 
have long given the cold shoulder. 

“As a child, I wanted to be a cartoonist, | knew that, but it 
vot beaten out of me as I progressed through the education sys- 
tem,” says Alison Bechdel ’81, author of the comic strip Dykes 
to Watch Out For. After 25 years of chronicling the quotidian 
aspects of lesbian life, the strip was recently compiled into a 
well-received book, The Essential Dykes to Watch Out For. 

Theorizing about why Oberlin is a crucible for so many car- 
toonists, Bechdel cites the “spirit of inquiry at Oberlin that 
does not accept the status quo as an answer.’ But David 
Heatley 97, author of the raw, personal graphic memoir My 
Brain is Hanging Upside Down, which was recently translated 


into French, Spanish, and Dutch, has another hypothesis. 


Oberlin’s “definitely a small petri dish of human experience,” 


he says. “I wound up intensely studying human behavior while 
I was there. You need that to be a writer or a cartoonist.” 

That scrutiny lends itself to exploring political subjects, as 
well as personal ones, says Josh Neufeld '89. The artist initially 
chronicled his adventures backpacking across Southeast Asia 
and Central Europe, but later used his pen to tell a story in 
which he was a peripheral figure rather than a protagonist. After 
volunteering in Biloxi, Mississippi, in the wake of Hurricane 


Katrina. Neufeld came across a 2006 Oberlin Alumni Magazine 


WVInTER 


article about improvement efforts one year after the hurricane. 
In it, Kwame Webster '10 discussed being uprooted from his 
New Orleans home at the start of his senior year of high 
school. Inspired by Webster's story and that of six other New 
Orleanians who survived the flooding, Neufeld wrote the 
graphic novel A.D.: New Orleans After the Deluge. 
“Engagement with the real world and the idea of social jus- 


tice and giving back somehow was a big part of my Oberlin 


ee 


The Graphic Novel Groundbreaker: 
While it’s hard to pinpoint the dawn of 
modern graphic storytelling, R.O. 
Blechman ’52 (originally Oscar Robert 
Blechman, in that order), was certainly 
there in the morning. Blechman’s adapta- 
tion of a medieval legend, /he Juggler 

of Our Lady, an early example of the form, 
was published in 1953, the year after he 
graduated from Oberlin. 

Blechman, whose Emmy Award-winning animation earned a retrospec- 
tive at the Museum of Modern Art and whose signature wobbly line has 
graced 19 New Yorker covers, published two new books this fall. Ja/king 
Lines: The Graphic Stories of R.O. Blechman collects work published and 
unpublished from throughout his half-century-plus career. Dear James: 
Letters to a Young Illustrator offers down-to-earth guidance for any up- 
and-comer in the arts and nicely illustrates Blechman’s own imagination: 


There is no James. The book was featured prominently in the New York 
Times Book Review's year-end holiday books issue. 


ind 
ad 


education and something that stuck with me,” Neufeld says. 


Writing A.D., he adds, was a way of doing just that; New 
Orleans residents thanked him for keeping the story of Katrina 
alive, “because they feel, with good reason, that a lot of the 
country has moved on.” 

Bechdel, Heatley, and Neufeld each took up graphic story- 
telling in part because it plays to their creative strengths, but 
the career appeals to them for other, separate reasons as well. 
For one thing, the medium is wildly versatile. “Anything in 
art history or design history is at your disposal,” Heatley says. 
“It’s a really young art form, so there's plenty of room for 
experimentation. 

Bechdel says a linguistics class she took at Oberlin with 
professor Sanford Shepard was essential to the hodgepodge 
aesthetic that came to play a role in her work. “We would talk 
about cave painting, and Sufi poetry, and the surrealists, and 
ancient Greek texts,” she recalls. “It was this mind-blowing 
sort of collage that we'd be exposed to in every class.” 

Neufeld found simply that comics were his chief passion. 
“Once | realized | wasn't going to be a professional baseball 
player, comics was the default,” he jokes. 

Fans of Bechdel, Heatley, and Neufeld can take heart; each 
has a new project on the burner. Bechdel, in Love Life: A Case 
History, explores her relationship with her mother, as well as 
some of her young-adult romantic experiences. (Her previous 
graphic memoir, Fun Home, dealt with her relationship with 
her father, who passed away in her senior year.) Heatley is 
shopping around a collaborative project in which he illustrates 
writer Christen Clifford’s one-woman play BabyLove, the story 
of her sex life before, during, and after having a child. Neufeld 
is teaming up with Brooke Gladstone, host of NPR’s On the 
Media, to provide graphics for a book on the history of media 
called The Influencing Machine. 7 


Josh Spiro covers start-ups and entrepreneurship for Inc. 


magazine in New York. 


Myla the Muse 


Celebrated novelist and 


essayist (and less-celebrat- 


ed banjoist) Myla Goldberg 
93 is the only Obie we know of to be the subject of a song by 
the group The Decemberists, Song for Myla Goldberg. —JH 
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The Text Book Case 


ennifer Morgan ’86 still 
Se up at a history class 
at Oberlin, even though the 
professor of social and cultural 


analysis at New York University 
graduated more than two 


decades ago. Morgan's book 
Laboring Women: Gender and Reproduction in New 
World Slavery is used as a textbook in Gary Kornblith’s 
course, American History to 1877, where Morgan appears 
for discussion via videoconference. 

Morgan says that once the book was finished she 
“harbored a fantasy that it would be taught at Oberlin. 

“I was thrilled and stunned,” she says, when Kornblith 
called to say he was teaching the book in his class. 

“Students really enjoy the opportunity to talk with the 
author and to ask her questions about her post-Oberlin 


intellectual journey as well as about the book,” says 
Kornblith. @ JH 


Brilliance from the Other Lorain County College 


ne of the best-regarded poets among Oberlin alumni 

lives and works in the neighborhood, although it took 

some time for him to return. Bruce Weigl 73, now a 
distinguished visiting professor at Lorain County Community 
College (LCCC), followed his Oberlin education with a num- 
ber of faculty positions, eventually joining Penn State in 1986. 
In 1998 he returned to Ohio to teach at the community col- 
lege. Taking the long way home isn’t unusual for Weigl. The 
Lorain native joined the army after high school and ended up in 
Vietnam, where he, paradoxically, suffered great loss and yet 
gained his literary voice. After the army he attended LCCC 
before a professor there encouraged him to transfer to Oberlin. 

The author of more than a dozen books of poetry, Weigel has 

earned many distinctions: the Lannan Literary Award for Poetry, 
the Paterson Poetry Prize, the Poet's 
Prize from the Academy of American 
Poets, the Cleveland Arts Prize, two 
Pushcart Prizes, a Pulitzer Prize nomi- 
nation, fellowships from the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the Yaddo 


Foundation—and a Bronze Star for his 


military service. @ JH 
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Shonna Valeska 


Mystery Writer 
Who’s Alan Furst? 


By Elizabeth Weinstein '02 


lan Furst '62 may be the most famous 

Oberlin alumnus you've never heard of. 

That's because the critically acclaimed, 
best-selling author of 10 noir-tinted spy novels has kept a relatively low profile over 
the years, even as his books have developed a large, devoted cult following and sold 
more than | million copies worldwide. 

Born and raised in Manhattan, Furst majored in English at Oberlin. After college, 
he worked as a Fulbright teaching fellow at the Faculté des Lettres at the University 
of Montpellier and then as a writer for a handful of magazines, penning travel articles, 
features, and book reviews for publications such as Esquire and the International 
Herald Tribune. 

After writing several mystery novels in the 1970s and ’80s, Furst found his niche in 
a relatively untapped genre of fiction—an amalgam of historical fiction, spy novel, and 
noir—which he calls “historical espionage.” His novels are set mostly in 1930s and '40s 
Europe before and during World War II. Furst is known for his scrupulous research 
and historical accuracy and for creating a rich sense of atmosphere in his books. 

His first historical espionage novel, Night Soldiers, was published in 1988, followed 
by Dark Star (1991), The Polish Officer (1995), The World at Night (1996), Red Gold 
(1999), Kingdom of Shadows (2000), Blood of Victory (2002), Dark Voyage (2004), The 
Foreign Correspondent (2006), and his latest, The Spies of Warsaw (2008). To say Furst's 
books have been successful is an understatement. The media buzz surrounding them, 
for starters, has been nothing less than effusive. 

The New York Times has written about Furst and his books more than a dozen 
times since 2001. In her Times review of The Spies of Warsaw, Alessandra Stanley 
wrote, “Furst’s tales ... are infused with the melancholy romanticism of Casablanca.” 
The New York Observer's Laurel Berger called Furst “a master of the historical espi- 
onage thriller,” and the Washington Post Book World described Furst as “a rarity, a 
writer of popular fiction who is also a serious novelist.” 7 
For more information on Alan Furst and his latest novel, The Spies of Warsaw, visit 


www.alanfurst.net. 


THE NEXT CHAPTER: Some Writing of Your Own 


If you think we've left out someone important, you're right, from the obvious to the not-so- 
obvious (no Tracy Chevalier '84? No Lois Beardslee '76?). Please write and tell us whom 
you think we missed. We'll run some of the comments in a future issue, or use them for 
future story ideas (in fact, we're already planning longer features on some of the writers 
we've included in this issue). E-mail your comments and ideas to alummag@oberlin.edu 
with “Oberlin Writes” as the subject, or send mail to the Oberlin Alumni Magazine, 247 W. 


Lorain St., Suite C, Oberlin, OH 44074. 
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“The trouble with 
books is that they 
were all written 


by writers.” 
—William Goldman ’52 


Goldman, a novelist and screenwriter, 
wrote Misery, Magic, Masquerade, 
Marathon Man, and Memoirs of an 

Invisible Man—and that’s just the M’s. 

Perhaps most famously he wrote 
the screenplay for All the President’s 
Men (and in the process coining the 
phrase “Follow the money”) and the 
Academy Award-winning screenplay 
for Butch Cassidy and the Sundance 
Kid. Goldman also wrote the book 
and screenplay The Princess Bride, 
which grew out of bedtime stories 
he told to daughters Jenny ’84 and 
Susanna ’87. —JH 


Letters of Transit 


ometimes the path to writing glory 
isn’t Oberlin’s famed creative writ- 
ing program. Sometimes it’s the bio 
lab. John Wray (the pen name of John Henderson 
'93) majored in biology, hoping to become an 
ornithologist. Instead he’s had to content him- 
self with becoming a critically acclaimed writer 
of three books (in addition to being a finalist for 
several major prizes; in 2007 Granta magazine 
named him one of the best American novelists 
under 35)—and a bird-watcher. The ornithology 
thing didn’t work out. In his latest novel, 
Lowboy, Wray takes another unexpected route. 
Not only does half the action take place in the 
New York subway system, most of the book was 
written in the subway cars themselves. Getting 
“the look, smell, and feel of subterranean New 
York was crucial to the book’s success,” he 
wrote. “It also happened to be cheaper than 
renting an office.” —JH 


NM 
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The Futures 
of Publishing? 


While some people 
debate the future of 
publishing, the pub- 
lishing company 
Flatmancrooked is 
selling it. Well, futures, really, and not in pub- 
lishing, but in writers, beginning with novelist 
Emma Straub ‘02. In the month following the 
September release of her first book, F/y-Over 
State, readers were invited to buy shares in 
Straub’s future for 10 bucks each, and in 
return, get a signed, numbered copy of the 
book, “plus my undying affection,” she writes. 
If you write and let her know you bought a 
Share, she'll send you a thank you note that 
may even come with chocolate chip cookies. 
http://www.emmastraub.net. 


The Late Bloomer 


Helen Weaver '52 A Memoir ot 
; THE AWAKENER KEROUAC 
isn’t exactly a late reslee 


bloomer. Since grad- 
uating more than a 
half-century ago, 
she’s translated 50 
books from French, 
including Antonin 


Artaud: Selected =e 
Writings, a finalist for the National Book Award 
in 1977. She also self-published the book Daisy 
Sutra: Conversations with My Dog, about animal 
communications. But her new book, 7he 
Awakener: A Memoir of Kerouac and the Fifties, 
her account of the time she spent with leg- 
endary Beat poet Jack Kerouac, “is the first 
book that is all mine to be published by a ‘real’ 
publisher,” she says. That publisher is City 
Lights, the fabled San Francisco bookstore and 
publisher that gave the Beats their first refuge 
and recognition. 

“City Lights is putting their all behind it. It’s 
their lead book for the season,” says Weaver. 
“The first reviews have been wonderful, and I’m 
pretty excited to have such an interesting life at 
age /8!” —JH 
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My Road to Self-Publishing 


By Clifford Thompson ‘85 
n early 2005, | took a four-month, unpaid leave from my day job to finish 
writing my novel. Signifying Nothing follows what happens when Lester 
Hobbs, a developmentally disabled man who has not spoken a word in his 

19 years, begins shouting raps about life with his family. The book is really 

about the family’s other members, who are forced to make life adjustments 

because of Lester, before and after he begins to rap. 

The novel completed, | queried 50 literary agents. A handful asked to see the 
whole novel; of those, a couple thought it was “obviously a quality manuscript” 
(to quote one) but didn’t think they could sell it in the current publishing cli- 
mate. | then tried direct contact with editors and publishers—28 in all—with 
similar results. 

| now had a decision to make. | could just forget the whole thing. I could 
spend possibly the rest of my life sending the book to this agent or that editor. 
(I was already in my mid-40s.) Or, instead of waiting for the publishing world’s 
elusive “Yes,” | could say “Yes” to myself; i.e., | could self-publish. It is not 
always easy to decide that you're right and the rest of the world is wrong. (Part 
of the difficulty is knowing that residents of mental institutions have made the 
same decision.) But in the end you either believe in what you're doing or you 
dont. I did, and to prove it, | handed $600 to the print-on-demand company 
iUniverse. Before | knew it, Signifying Nothing was available. 

My book now had a cover, which would signify nothing indeed unless I got 
very busy putting the word out. So far, | have e-mailed everyone in my address 
book, started a Facebook account, gotten the book mentioned in the contribu- 
tors’ notes for my freelance articles, sought out readings, and started a blog. 

Part of the work for a self-published author is readying yourself for the 
responses youll get. Some people you tell about your project will offer a heart- 
felt, ‘Hey, that’s great!’ Others will give you a blank look, or, worse, a smile o00z- 
ing with pity or embarrassment. I find it helpful to remember that the content 
and value of the book do not change with each person’s reaction to hearing 
about it. And it is the book itself that matters. 

Besides, the stigma attached to self-publishing is showing signs of grave ill- 
ness. Part of it is that the Internet has blurred the distinction between tradition- 
al publishing and the do-it-yourself kind. In the old days, self-published authors 
(a few of whom went on to success) sold their books out of the trunks of their 
cars; but with the availability of print-on-demand books through the Internet, a 
reader purchases my novel the same way she might buy The Da Vinci Code. 
Gradually, the question becomes not ‘Why did he publish it himself?’ but ‘Is 


it good?’ & 


Clifford Thompson's novel, Signifying Nothing, is available in paperback at 


amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com. He is the editor of the reference publication 


Current Biography. His blog is at www.tellcliff.com. 
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A Change of Heart 
James McBride ’79 
returns to Oberlin 


By Elizabeth Weinstein 02 


ts a Saturday afternoon in October 2009, and James 

McBride ‘79 is heading up the aisle of an Oberlin lecture 

hall, having just wrapped up a two-hour talk on cinema 
and creativity to a full house of students and staff. Joining him 
on stage is Academy Award-winning film director Jonathan 
Demme, McBride's longtime friend and the father of two 
current Oberlin students. 

McBride, a saxophonist, composer, and author of two criti- 
cally acclaimed novels and the best-selling memoir, The Color 
of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother, carries 
his saxophone in one hand and greets a succession of admiring 
students with his other. 

With his talk having run long, and another talk for the 
Friends of the Oberlin College Library just a few hours away, 
McBride is in a rush to get to his room at the Oberlin Inn. 
“Walk with me,” he says, and proceeds to indulge this reporter 
in stories from his student days at Oberlin—where he studied 
music composition—and beyond. 


” 
> 


“My relationship with Oberlin has evolved [over the years| 


he says. “I spent many years never even thinking about Oberlin. 


Now I feel better about it. I’d like my children to come here. 
That says it all.” 

An award-winning musician who tours with a six-piece jazz 
and R&B band, McBride discovered his passion for jazz at an 
early age. Unfortunately, his enthusiasm wasn’t shared by many 
of his conservatory professors in the late 1970s. 

“When I was here, the jazz studies program did not exist,” 
he explains. “When I left Oberlin, I was a really well-prepared 
musician, despite the fact that the conservatory frowned on 
jazz. | had ambivalent feelings about the school.” 

Eventually, Oberlin embraced jazz as an art form (McBride 
says he could not be more excited about the new Litoff 
suilding), and McBride warmed to his alma mater. In 1999, he 
delivered Oberlin’s spring convocation address. In 2005, he 
received a Distinguished Achievement Award from the Alumni 
Association. Most recently, in 2008, he was awarded an hon- 
orary doctor of music and humanities degree from Oberlin. 
That award, he says, means one hell of a lot to me.” 

Outside the music world, McBride is best known for The 


Color of Water, which he wrote as “a way ol shaking off the 


Winter 2009-10 


James McBride hosted jam sessions with jazz students while at Oberlin 


in October and found time to tour campus with his daughter, a high 


school senior. 


proverbial monkeys on my back.” The book, which has sold 
more than 2 million copies since it was published in 1996, 
chronicles McBride's quest to learn more about himself by 
uncovering his mother’s mysterious past. He’s since written two 
novels: The Miracle at St. Anna (a film version of the movie, 
directed by Spike Lee, was released into theaters in 2008), and 
Song Yet Sung, of which the Washington Post wrote, “McBride's 
engagement with the historical continuum provides a new slant 
on an old subject’—the “old subject’ being slavery and the 
Underground Railroad. 

During the talk at Oberlin, Jonathan Demme showed audi- 
ence members a clip from the classic 1948 Italian neo-realist 
film The Bicycle Thief, set in economically depressed post- 
World War Il Rome. McBride explained that Demme once 
gave him a DVD of the film, a gift that helped inspire him to 
write The Miracle at St. Anna, which is about black soldiers in 
Italy during World War II. 

“One [Oberlin] class I took in history changed my life, and 
changed my view of storytelling,” he says. “You haven't really 
lived until you've heard Geoffrey Blodgett lecture on Abraham 
Lincoln.” 

Wendell Logan, professor of jazz studies and African 
American music, also left a lasting impression on McBride. 
“He never complained about racism,’ McBride says. “He didn't 
let you complain about it either.” @ 

Elizabeth Weinstein, assistant director of alumni outreach and 
engagement at Oberlin, studied English and cinema studies at 
Oberlin. She's written for the Columbus Dispatch, Northern 
Ohio Live, Ohio Magazine, Cleveland Jewish News, and, 


of course, OAM. 
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Ma’ayan Plaut '10 


New Yorker ¥ Oberlin Writers 


he New Yorker published poems by at 

least two Oberlin alumni this year. 

Learning to Read, by Pulitzer Prize- 
winning poet Franz Wright 77, appeared in 
January, followed in October by First Leaf by 
Lia Purpura '86. The New Yorker has one of 
the largest audiences a poet can reach and is 
considered the Holy Grail for many writers. 
This was the first time her work has appeared 
in its pages, so we asked Purpura, a writer-in- 
residence at Baltimore's Loyola College, a few 


questions about the experience. 


OAM: When did you start writing poetry? 

Purpura: I've always written. | was one of those kids who scribbled—not really 
to any end, but because it felt natural and necessary to collect language: others’ 
funny sayings, interesting quotes, words I liked, character sketches, headlines, 


poems, thoughts for letters. 


OAM: Can you describe what impact your Oberlin education had on 

your writing? 

Purpura: | came to Oberlin for many reasons. | knew | wanted to be an English 
major, and | knew about Field magazine. And also because | played the oboe 
pretty seriously and wanted to be able to take lessons and play chamber music. 
I am endlessly indebted to my teachers—Stuart Friebert, David Walker, David 
Young, and Diane Vreuls—for creating the most spectacular climate imaginable 
for a young writer: generous, hugely challenging, and worldly. In fact, after 
graduate school at Iowa, I spent a Fulbright year in Warsaw, translating contem- 
porary Polish poetry. It was an interest that was encouraged, even insisted upon, 


at Oberlin, and one that changed the scope of my life as a writer significantly. 


OAM: There's an expectation that poets are thoughtful and reserved. 
When your poem was published in the New Yorker, did you go out and 
spike a football in the end zone, or compose in your head a gloating letter 
to everyone who ever doubted you? 
Purpura: For a poet, accustomed from an early age to very small audiences, the 
reach of the New Yorker was a strange, wild, and lovely thing. First Leaf is an 
autumn-centered poem, so it was really nice to hear from people that the piece 
spoke to those complicated fall sensations we all have of loss and beauty and 
insistence. 7 JH | 

Both poets New Yorker poems can be found by searching that magazine's 


website: www.newyorker.com. 


ih 
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TIME 


is on our side, too 


Time magazine’s 10 Best Books of 
2006 includes two books 
by Oberlin authors: Fun Home by 
Alison Bechdel ’81 and Absurdistan 
by Gary Shteyngart ’95. 


For Further Reading 


The Creative Writing Program website includes 
information about faculty and alumni, including 
lists of publications and profiles on the follow- 
ing alumni writers: Nava EtShalom 04, Jenni 
Ferrari-Adler 99, Adam Gianelli 01, Wayne 
Miller ’98, Elizabeth Lindsey Rogers '07, 
Matthew Sharpe '84, Michael Sowiski ’03, and 
Bruce Weig| '73. www.oberlin.edu/crwrite 


For a 2008-09 Black History Celebration, a web- 
page collected recent works by Oberlin faculty 
and alumni: new.oberlin.edu/events-activities/ 
black-history/shelf.dot 


Field is a prestigious, twice-yearly journal of 
contemporary poetry and poetics published by 
Oberlin College Press, founded and edited by 
Oberlin’s English-faculty Davids: David Young, 
Emeritus Donald R. Longman Professor, and 
David Walker, professor of English. 
www.oberlin.edu/ocpress 
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Waste Nothing—Not Even a Crisis 


brought together 


students past and present 


with ideas for the future 


By Walter Galloway ’69, 
Carl McDaniel 64, and 
Margaret Zimmer ’11 


he first reunion of alumni interested in environmental 

issues brought together 150 representatives of the college 

and town for an October weekend that had a deceptively 
simple goal: to turn current economic and climate destabilization 
crises into opportunities to foster environmental sustainability. 

Saturday morning's panel, “Creating a Climate Neutral Oberlin,” 
featured Oberlin’s city manager, the president of Oberlin City 
Council, an electrical contractor, the superintendent of schools, 
and college representatives and townspeople, all literally passing 
around and reading from the same playbook. 

Initiatives in Oberlin informed and were informed by discus- 
sions of sustainability efforts in New York City, Cleveland, and 
Chicago as well as by panels on real-time resource monitoring, 
climate change policy, and the importance of environmental his- 
tory. Tours of the Jones Farm, SEED House, the Lewis Center, 
several sustainable businesses in Oberlin, an energy-positive home, 
and a botanical field trip enriched the weekend. 

The program also wove in time for students to connect with 
alumni. On Saturday about 25 student groups, along with nine 
all with a focus on environmental initiatives 


other presenters inte 
—crowded the Science Center's atrium with tables of informa- 
tion on their projects. Alumni, students, faculty, and local resi- 
dents meandered from display to display, asking questions and 
sharing stories. . f . 
“There's a particular combination of intellect, innovation, 


ethics, hope, and dedication that describes Oberlin grads,” said 


2009-10 


The enviro alumni reunion 


ba N 


Meredith Dowling ‘06. “Hearing the stories and seeing the suc- 
cesses of the wide range of EnviroAlums in attendance helped 
me envision the truly enormous range of opportunities that exists 
for those of us who are seeking professional lives that are nour- 
ishing to ourselves and to the world around us.” 

Environmental Studies Professor David Orr offered a keynote 
address Friday that reflected on his—and Oberlin’s—past to offer 
two possible futures: our society's current trajectory toward civi- 
lization collapse, or a prosperous, post-fossil-fuel culture. 

On Sunday, after a robust discussion of eight questions posed 
by Orr that highlighted the difficulties in creating such a culture 
in Oberlin, audience members broke into small groups to con- 
sider the questions related to Oberlin’s proposed Green Arts 
District. The consensus? While new sustainable construction 
is key, the entire Oberlin community must also be engaged in 
renovating, restoring, and building upon what is already here. 

“As a recent grad, coming back to Oberlin to be surrounded 
again by like-minded folks was an inspiring experience,” said 
Dowling. “It reminded me how important it is to hold on to the 


idealistic dreams | developed as a student.” @ 


Tony Morrison 


Oberlin 


New Happenings in the Oberlin Community ¢ Winter 2009-10 


Year by Year 


Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. visited Oberlin three times to speak, but he only spoke twice. Shorth 
before his November 14, 1963, visit, King caught the flu, but came to Oberlin anyway, ignoring doc- 
tor’ orders. After receiving a three-minute introductory standing ovation, King realized he was indeed 
too sick to speak. Instead of the soul-stirring speech audience members had hoped for, they received a 
two-minute apology. In his second appearance at Oberlin on October 22, 1964 (pictured), King’s 
speech on “The Future of Integration” was heard by an estimated 2,500 students, faculty, and visitors 
in Finney Chapel and was broadcast on WOBC. In 1965, Oberlin awarded King an honorary degree 


of humane letters. He also gave the Commencement address. Read his Commencement speech and 


Dorothy Merschrod Onisko was honored by 


the Arts Council of Johnston County, N.C., for 


her 24 years of presenting a summer classical 
music program, Music for the Lunch Bunch, at 
First Presbyterian Church in Smithfield, N.C. 


Dorothy says the program was “her pride and joy.” 


Pianist Robert Schrade performed in the 41st 
season of the Sevenars Music Festival, of which 
he is a cofounder, on August 2. The program 
notes heralded Robert for his “tone, touch, tech- 
nique, and special sound.” “This ‘octogenarian 
patriarch’ (New York Times) still has ‘technique to 
burn, temperament to spare’ (Musical America).” 
Robert has five musician siblings, with whom 
he also performed in the Worthington, Mass., 


festival in July. 


Alberta Roon Edwards became a volunteer 


for Opportunity International, Inc., an organiza 


more at Ww w.oberlin.edu/oam. 


tion that gives micro-loans to women in some 
African and Asian countries to help them start 
ventures. She says, “These loans, which must be 
repaid, are usually small amounts, such as $10 


or $25. But in those countries they make all the 


difference in allowing women to feed their fam- 
ilies or send their children to school.” Donors 
can even select recipients via the Internet. W: 


www.opportunity.org. 
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Lewis Niece, a retired teacher and band 


and choral director, lives in Tucson, Ariz.. for 
six months a year and in 
Clarksville, Ark., 


months. 


for six 
Lewis remains 
active as a pianist, playing 
regularly for nursing homes, 
retirement centers, and 
assisted-living facilities in 
Arizona and Arkansas. His 
repertoire of seven hour-long programs compris- 
es 34 memorized numbers, including classic 
standards from the 1930s, ’40s. and ’50s. e 


Belden Paulson published a memoir, Odysse) 


of a Practical Visionary, in August (Thistlefield 
Books). A former university professor, commu- 
nity organizer, futurist, environmentalist, and 
humanitarian, Belden and his wife founded 
High Wind, a self-sufficient, sustainable com- 
munity in Wisconsin. Recognized for his contri- 
butions to sustainable living before it became 
a popular movement, Belden created and was 
the first dean of the Department of Urban 
Development at the University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee. W: www.thistlefieldbooks.com. e 
Phil Thomas writes, “Family, friends, and 
fellow alumni have established a permanent 
scholarship at Oberlin in memory of my late 
wife, Carol Morris Thomas '51. The Thomas 
Scholarship will be awarded annually to deserv- 
ing students in the college and conservatory. 
Carol passed away in July 2007, surrounded by 


our four children (all of whom attended Oberlin) 


: 
New address! Send news and 


photos to: OAM, 247 W. Lorain St., 
Suite C, Oberlin, OH 44074 
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and seven grandchildren (the eldest a member 
of the Class of 2009).” Gifts to the scholarship 
may be sent to the Office of Development 


(www.oberlin.edu/giving). 


REUNION 2010 1951 


Judith Emery Collier reports that her hus- 
band of 11 years, Abram Collier, died November 
20, 2008. He was past president and executive 
director of New England Life Insurance Com- 
pany. Judith lives in RiverMead, a continuing 
life care community in Peterborough, N.H. e 
Judith March Davis published a biography 
of her mother, Dorothy Rowe March, whose 
youth in China shaped 
her liberal response to life, 
love, and loss. A keen 
observer of human nature, 
Dorothy was a poet and 
author. Her talent with 


words also enriched the 


50 years’ worth of letters 
that inspired Judy to write Pagoda Dreamer 
(Langdon Street, 2010). Judy and her husband, 


Ethan Davis, are retired in Prescott, Ariz. 


Jane Dewey Heald (right) was awarded the 


2009 Towel and Basin Award by the Council for 
Health and Human Service Ministries of the 
United Church of Christ. 
She was recognized for her 
service as chair of the 
Green Committee of the 
Uplands Retirement Village 
in Pleasant Hill, Tenn., 


through which she has 


donated “countless hours 
of volunteer service” to turn Uplands into an 


environmentally responsible care center. 


Edward Hawley in June gave a paper at a 
symposium at Eduardo 
Mondlane University in 


Viaputo, Mozambique, as 


r, om 4 , 7 a » p= »S- 
B - 19 de Junho de 2009 part of a government de 


elena ionated “Year of Eduardo 
Mondlane.” Eduardo and 
Ed became friends when 
Eduardo arrived at 
Oberlin in 1951 on a 


inside the alumni association 


How Will You Engage with Oberlin? 


reetings, Oberlinians! As the new president of the Alumni 

Association, | have had the immense pleasure of catch- 

ing a glimpse of the vibrant body of alumni that comes 
from Oberlin’s college and conservatory. It is a great honor to 
have been selected to help steward such an illustrious, innova- 
tive, and spirited group of Oberlinians. 

With the arrival of 2010, | look forward to many exciting 
things that alumni have in store, and | encourage you to stay 
tuned. In Oberlin, the new alumni center, slated to open in late 
spring, will provide not only a wonderful new workplace for the 
Alumni Association staff, but also a special gathering space for 
alumni as they visit campus. In addition, the conservatory’s new Litoff Building, future home 
of the jazz studies program, will be dedicated this year with a wonderful splash of activities fea- 
turing special concerts and events. 

Off campus, the Alumni Association hopes you will consider connecting with Oberlinians 
at one of the regional events taking place in cities around the globe, serving on a steering com- 
mittee in your area, or collaborating with others in strengthening our off-campus networks. 
Alumni can choose to participate in social or volunteer opportunities that will link you with 
members of the extended Oberlin family and contribute service to Oberlin. 

To learn about Oberlin and its alumni activities, refer to the OBIEWeb events calendar 
at www.alumni.oberlin.edu/eventregistration or the events update section in the alumni 
e-newsletter, Around the Square. (If you are not receiving Around the Square, make sure the 
Alumni Office has your e-mail address so you won't miss out on future issues.) 

Additionally, we continue to offer new ways for alumni to be engaged: 

e Share news with your classmates by sending class notes via OBIEWeb 

(www.oberlin.edu/alumni); 

Highlight what is uniquely Oberlin in your experience by submitting a story to the 
Oberlin Stories Project (http://stories.oberlin.edu/contribute.shtml); 

Help recruit students or increase student yield; 

Offer student internships; 

Serve on an alumni committee; 

Assist with development efforts by becoming a class agent; 

Participate with reunion planning; 

Help plan regional events. 

If you are interested in volunteer opportunities please contact the Alumni Office at alumni 
@oberlin.edu or 440-775-8692. 

Most of all, we hope you will contact us and share your input on what we do that resonates 
with you or what innovative ideas you have for how we might do things better. As we begin a new 
year, we hope to encourage you to become engaged with Oberlin. Let us hear from you! 

All the best in the New Year. 


Dwan Vanderpool Robinson '83 
President, Oberlin Alumni Association 
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Our Man on the Street 


s an experimental psychologist, 
Lloyd Morrisett ‘51 sought to 
improve access to preschool 


learning for disadvantaged children. 
Although his early research helped 
close the education gap for a small 
number of students, Lloyd wanted to 
help as many children as he could. 


With public television producer Joan 

Ganz Cooney, he launched Sesame 

Street, teaching children early read- 

ing and arithmetic skills in’ short, 

funny vignettes. In its first season, 

Sesame Street reached more than half 

of the nation’s 12 million 3- to 5-year- 

olds. Now celebrating is 40th year, it 

is broadcast in 

more than 120 

countries and 

has won more 

Emmy awards 

than any other 

show. Included 

as part of Presi- 

dent Obama’s “Educate to Innovate” 

program to expand math and sci- 

ence teaching, the legacy of Sesame 

Street—and Lloyd Morrissett— 
endures. 

—Aries Indenbaum '09 


scholarship to complete the last two years of 


his undergraduate education. The symposium 
also included a concert featuring Mozambican 
artists, among them Eduardo’s daughter 


Jennifer Chude Mondlane ‘01 [See her class note, 
Class of 2001]. e Warner Jepson’s video exhi- 
bition, Metamorfaces, ran at the Sonoma Valley 
Museum of Art from June through August. 
A posting on deepmovements.blogspot.com 
reads, “Blending buchla synthesizer audio sig- 
nals with those of one of the earliest video syn- 
thesizers, Jepson cre- 
ates a series of self- 
portraits that mes- 


imMe tamor 
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cm merize and terrorize 
the viewer, sometimes 


becoming so fractured 


Jepson 


as to evoke eviscera 


tion of the self, and often brightening to heights 


of synesthetic beauty.” 


Dolores White was a presenter and participant 


at the University of North Carolina-Greensboro 
School of Music’s Feminist Theory and Music 
10 symposium in May. Assisted by her daughter, 
pianist Dianna White-Gould "85, Dolores pre- 
sented “A Glimpse at the Twenty-First Century 
Piano Literature of Dolores White.” In July, 
Dolores and Dianna participated in the 90th- 
anniversary celebration of the National Associa- 
tion of Negro Musicians in Dolores’ workshop, 
“New Music by Composers Hale Smith and 


Dolores White.” 


Pictured at the 50th 


reunion of their grad- 
uation from Western 
Reserve School of 
Medicine are William 


Albers, Carl Tyler, 
Jean Pierre Williams 


Albers 


accompanied by Ann Perry Slosser (repre- 
senting the late Gaius Slosser), and Bob 


Merwin '52. 


In 1942, Arsenio Giron was part of a group 
of 40 Spanish children living in France during 
the Spanish Civil War who were brought to 
the United States under the sponsorship of the 
{oosevelt administration with the collaboration 
of the Quakers and the 
American Friends Service 
Committee. The surviving 
members of the group wrote 
autobiographical sketches 
describing their experi- 
ences, which were pub- 
lished in 2008 as We Came 


Alone: Solos en America (Madrid, Fundaci6n 


Espanoles en el Mundo-Ramon Rubial). 


E-mail your news and 


high-resolution digital images to 


alum.mag@oberlin.edu. 


e William Vance spoke August 9 at the 
Fenimore Museum of Art in Cooperstown, 
N.Y., in connection with an exhibition called 
America’s Rome: Artists in the Eternal City, 
1800-1900. The show honored the 20th anni- 
versary of the publication of William’s prize- 
winning two-volume work, America’s Rome (Yale 
University Press, 1989). Since his retirement 


from Boston University in 2000, William has 


wintered in Rome and summered in Boston. 


Stanley Z. Fisher 


married Jennifer R. 
Wilder June 14 at 
their home in Newton, 
Mass. They were 


joined by family and 


Fisher 


friends, including six 
from the Class of 1957. Pictured, (left to right): 
Michael Voichick, Allen Zimmerman, 
Harry Subin, Michael Meltsner, Stanley, and 
Jerry Auerbach. Also present, but not pictured, 
were Jane DuBois Voichick '54 and Carolyn 
Morris Subin 64. Stanley says, “We had a won- 


derful celebration, even at our advanced ages.” 


Elizabeth Hoover Norman was among 2,400 


people in the United Kingdom to participate in 
a 100-day live art project, One & Other, created 
by British sculptor Antony Gormley. In one-hour 
time slots, a wide range of ordinary people from 
the U.K. “did their thing” atop the vacant fourth 
plinth in Trafalgar Square, London. Elizabeth 
performed September 14 doing slow, controlled 


moves while holding Indian clubs. 


John R. Harding writes, “As | enter my 70th 
year, I’m reminded of mortality, and I am grate- 
ful for the path of my life (influenced and aided 
in no small measure by Oberlin College, its 
conservatory of music, and the many fine pro- 
fessors there). | would like to donate a number 
of books and sheet music to the conservatory 
now, and will, later (I’m still a performer) donate 
instruments I've used throughout my career.” ¢ 
Dean E. McHenry Jr. retired from his profes- 


sorship in the Department of Politics and Policy 


at Claremont Graduate University in June. In 


July, he went to the International Political 
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Science Association meeting in Santiago, Chile, 
to present a paper, “Does globalization foster 
separatism and secession?” The meeting's pro- 
gram chair was Iter Turan 62. Dean also serves 
on the board of his local chapter of the United 
Nations Association and in many public forums. 
e Organist Florence Mustric performed a 
marathon concert November 8 on the Beckerath 
pipe organ at Cleveland's Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. The benefit concert raised 
money to help continue restoration of the organ, 
built in 1956 by Rudolph von Beckerath. 
Florence performs on the organ every other 
Wednesday afternoon as part of a musical series 
in Cleveland. Her goal for the marathon was to 
raise $30,000 to help finish restoration of the 
organs pedal division. e Merrill Shanks 
received the prestigious Warren E. Miller Award 
for Meritorious Service to the Social Sciences 
from the Inter-University Consortium for Political 
and Social Research. Past winners include Philip 
Converse, Heinz Eulau, and Sidney Verba. 


University of Vermont Emeritus Professor of | 


Plant and Soil Science Fred Magdoff has pub- 
lished three books, The Great Financial Crises: 
Causes and Consequences, 
with John Bellamy Foster; 
The ABCs of the Econo- 


mic Crisis: What Working 


BUILDING SOILS = BETTER CROPS 


People Need to Know, with 
Michael Yates (Monthly 


Review Press); and Building 


Soils for Better Crops, third 
edition, with Harold van Es (U.S. Department 
of Agriculture). e Filmmaker Norma Percy 
won the Grierson Trust's highest accolade, the 
Trustee’s Award, in recognition of her outstand- 
ing achievement and contribution to the art of 
documentary filmmaking during a career span- 
ning more than 30 years. She then went on to 
win the Grierson Envy Award for Best Docu- 
mentary Series prize along with her colleagues 
from documentary makers Brook Lapping Pro- 


; (ge 
ductions for the series Iran and the West. 


REUNION 2010 1964 


Karen Flint’s recording of Bach harpsichord 

F ; . Diss 
concertos was reviewed in American Record 
Guide (September/October 2009): “It is rare 


that harpsichord devotees have the chance to 


hear four superbly restored antique instruments 
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in the same place. Karen Flint has orchestrated 
[that] in this recording of Bach harpsichord con- 
certos on instruments from her collection. For 
Flint, melody is paramount. She has a penchant 
for bringing out the structural notes in a melody, 


making it all the more memorable.” 


REUNION 2010 1965 


Brian Jones is emeritus director of music and 


organist at Trinity Church, Copley Square, 


Boston, where he directed 
the program from 1984 to 
2004. He has since served 
as director of cathedral 
music at the Cathedral of 
St. John, Albuquerque, N.M.; 
director of music at Old 
South Church in Boston; 
and associate organist of Memorial Church, 
Harvard University. Brian directs the Copley 
Singers, a Boston-based choir he founded in 
2006. W: http://brianjonesmusic.com. e On 
April 29, UCLA mathematics professor Tom 
Liggett was elected to the National Academy of 
Sciences (NAS). Tom is one of 72 new members 
and 18 foreign associates who were recognized 
by the NAS for their distinguished and continu- 
ing achievements in original research. Election 
to the academy is considered one of the high- 
est honors that can be accorded an American 
scientist or engineer. e Phillip A. Singerman, 
senior vice president of B&D Consulting, 
coauthored with the International Economic 
Development Council The Climate Prosperity 
Handbook, which features cutting-edge strate- 


gies for sustaining green economic development. 


REUNION 2010 1966 : 


Robert H. Singer, professor of anatomy and 


structural biology and codirector of the Gruss- 
Lipper Biophotonics Center at the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine, was inducted October 10 
into the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences’ 229th class of 212 new fellows and 
19 foreign honorary members. The academy, 
headquartered in Cambridge, Mass., is one of 
the nation’s most prestigious honorary societies 


and a center for independent policy research. 


After two previous gatherings in Maine, close 


Oberlin friends and spouses from the classes 


® See This Sign? @ 


If so, you are reading an excerpt of a 
class note that was posted to OBIEWeb. 
To read the author’s full class note, 
log on to OBIEWeb at 
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Follow the links from the 

“Keep in Touch” bar in fessesss\e) 
the upper left corner. 
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access the community” (it’s free). You'll 
need your Oberlin ID number, which 
appears above your name on the 
address label of this magazine. Please 
direct questions to alumni@oberlin.edu 
or (440) 775-8692. 


— 


of '68, ‘69, and ‘70 got together again in Venice, 
Fla. Top row: Tom Ilgen, Mike Knowlton, Cris 
Smith (friend), Rich Naidus, Dave Corwin, 
Scott Richards (friend), and Jim Hilton. Middle 
row: Lunetta Bennett 
Knowlton ‘69, Dave 
Clemens (friend), Jane 
Friou Clemens '69, and 
Steve Mossbrook. 
Bottom row: Jeff 
Alteri, Nicki Ramseyer 
Altieri (friend), and Bob Dickinson. 


Candace C. Dugan, senior counsel with 


Knowlton 


Warner Norcross & Judd LLP, has been named 
to the Best Lawyers in America list for 2010, 
a peer-review award that 
denotes legal excellence in 
specific practice areas. She 
was recognized for her work 
in personal injury litiga- 
tion. Candace concentrates 


her practice in litigation, 


with an emphasis on prod- 
ucts liability, life sciences, personal injury, and 


appellate law. 


ae 
WwW 


Sie EE 


Edward Green's Concertino for Piano and 


Chamber Orchestra is a Grammy \ward nom- 
2010 in the 


Classical Contemporary Composition. The 


inee for category of Best 
disc, Landscapes for Chamber Orchestra, is a 
North/South Consonance recording. The soloist 
for Ed’s piece, Helen Lin, was also nominated 
for a Grammy in the Best Instrumental Soloist 


with Orchestra category. e ® Sue Greer-Pitt 


writes, “An unofficial art minor at Oberlin, | 
put the lessons learn- 
ed from professors 
Forbes Whiteside and 
Paul Arnold to good 


use in designing and 


& 


a SS 


Greer-Pitt 


painting a 17x10-foot 
mural in the lobby of 
my college campus’ administration building. 
The mural depicts the campus’ three buildings 
and beautiful mountain scenery and dozens 
of college students in various activities.” 


Karen Johnson Pittman 


has been named one of the 


and Influence Top 50 by the 
NonProfit Times. The list 
names the sectors top exec- 
utives and thinkers. Karen 


is CEO of the Forum for 


COMING! REUNION 2010 
MAY 28-31 


10th Reunion 
Classes of ’99, 00, ’01 


25th Reunion 
Class of 85 


30th Reunion 


Classes of ’79, ’80, ’81 


45th Reunion 
Classes of 64, 65, ’66 


50th Reunion 
Class of.’60 


60th Reunion 
Classes of ’49, ’50, ’51 
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nonprofit sectors Power 


Youth Investment, whose flagship program, Ready 
by 21, “helps state and local leaders change the 
way they do business to ensure that all young 


people are ready for college, work, and life.” 


Lawrence Kutner has joined the Jack Kent 


Cooke Foundation as executive director. The 
foundation is known in higher education for 
easing the path of community college students 
into four-year colleges. Lawrence cofounded 
and codirects the Center for Mental Health and 
Media at Massachusetts General Hospital and 
lectures on Psy chology in the psychiatry depart- 
ment at Harvard Medical School. He is an expert 
on child development as well as an author and 


docu mentary pr ducer. 


Jonathan Bor is a senior editor at Health 


Affairs, the health policy journal in Bethesda, 
Md. Before starting at the journal last April, he 
spent 30 years as a newspaper journalist, the last 
20 covering medicine and public health for the 
Baltimore Sun. Jonathan and his wife, visual 
artist Sally Mericle, live in Baltimore. Their son, 
Benjamin, graduated from Oberlin in 2007. E: 


jonathansbor@gmail.com. e Susan _ Jacoby 


Frye released a new album, Cradled in Love: 
Lullabies for Everyone. 
After coming through can- 
cer, Susan wanted to musi- 
cally create the experience 
of comfort. The album is 
being played in hospices 
and yoga studios as well as 
at bedtimes. Susan lives in 
Newbury Park, Calif., with her husband, Gavin, 
and two sons. Daughter Alaya (her dad is Tim 
Kuntz '75) is a PhD candidate at Arizona State 
University. W: www.susanfryemusic.com. e 
Chris Miller Stanford 
University in August to see classmate Fred 


Bobb compete in the 2009 National Senior 


made_ his way to 


Games. Fred took fourth place in the 50-yard 
breaststroke and sixth place in the 100-yard 
breaststroke in the 
50 to 54 age group. 
The games feature 
10,000 athletes ages 
50 and up from every 


state who compete in 


Miller 


25 different events. 


Janet Brusslan Lubetkin traveled to Senegal 


this summer to teach note reading to 40 music 


students with the United Methodist Church in 
Dakar. The students ranged in age from 13 to 
45. Janet says, “It was the best teaching experi- 
ence of my life!” « Leanne Wagner, vice pres- 
ident of commercial differentiation strategy 
at Wyeth, has joined the board of directors at 
the Maternity Care Coalition. With more than 
25 years experience in the pharma/biotech 
arena, Leanne brings to the board her abilities 
to lead organizational change and build high- 
performance teams. She has worked extensive- 
ly with various organizations dedicated to the 
advancement of women in health care. W: 


www. MO Mobile.org. 


Roger Albin was installed as the first Anne B. 
Young Collegiate Professor of Neurology at the 
University of Michigan. The Young chair was 
endowed by the Leslie Family Foundation in 
honor of Roger's mentor, the distinguished 
physician-scientist Anne Young. Roger contin- 
ues clinical and basic research on neurodegen- 


erative disorders. 


Ed Aghajanian is president of EZ Brite Brands 
in Westlake, Ohio. The company, which began 
with Penny Brite Copper Cleaner but now man- 
ufactures and distributes a line of “people/pet/ 
planet-friendly” kitchen cleaning products, was 
recently selected, for the second consecutive 
year, as a tour site for Bioneers Cleveland, a con- 
ference of social and scientific innovators. e 
Andy Manshel was 
appointed executive 
vice president of the 
Greater Jamaica (N.Y.) 


Development Corpora- 


1 
Manshel 


tion and continues as 


president of Jamaica 


New address! Send news and 
photos to: OAM, 247 W. Lorain St., | 
Suite CG, Oberlin, OH 44074 | 
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Capital Corporation, its real estate dey elopment 
affiliate. He has also been named vice chair of 
the Inner City Council of the Urban Land Insti- 
tute and the treasurer of the Project for Public 


Spaces, the national nonprofit for placemaking. 


REUNION 2010 1980 


Allison Vulgamore was appointed president 


and CEO of the Philadelphia Orchestra 
\ssociation, effective February 1, 2010. She 
previously served with the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra (ASO) for 17 years, since 1993 as 
president and managing director and, in the 
past year, as president and 
CEO. At ASO, she doubled 
its endowment, tripled its 
budget, expanded audi- 
ences, and significantly 
increased artistic initiatives 


and education programs in 


Vulgamore 


the comm unity. 


REUNION 2010 1981 


Michael Putsch is a 


freelance heldentenor 


[a tenor with a power- 
ful dramatic voice | 
working in Europe, 
with 


Strasbourg, France, 


contracts in 


and Innsbruck, Austria. He writes, “I make my 
home in Heidelberg. I enjoy learning (doing 
homework) with our youngest child, Emily. My 
wife is a high school biology teacher, and we 
have two boys, Tom and Yannick, ages 12 and 
14, who sing and play piano. We welcome con- 
tact with Oberlin alumni living in Europe.” E: 


Michael@michaelputsch.com. 


Gregg R. Baker was recently named by 
ACCION, the global leader in microfinance 


lending, as the 2009 Chicagoland Micro- 


Entrepreneur Advocate of the Year. Gregg is an 
assistant vice president for business banking at 
Charter One/Royal Bank of Scotland Group. He 
also serves as a board member for the Interfaith 


Housing Center of the Northern Suburbs. 


® Vicki Greenlick Ambinder writes, © \Iter 


working several years strictly on a word-of- 
mouth and referral basis as a music performance 
coach and artistic consultant, I joined the 21st 
century and launched a website. I live in 
Portland, Ore., with my husband and daughter. | 
also freelance as a music producer and_per- 
former and am a member of the founding board 
of directors of Cerimon House, a sanctuary for 
the arts. | invite Obies to peruse my website and 
contact me.” E: vicki@vickiambinder.com. W: 
www.vickiambinder.com. e Jennifer Hoock and 
Sean Murphy announced their engagement on 
July 4 and plans for a wedding in Guatemala 
before that time this year. Jennifer says, “After 
getting two thumbs up from Ben, 16, Alex, 13, 
and Gabriela, 10, Sean proceeded to ask my 
father for my hand in marriage. Please wish us 
well and consider joining our work in 
Guatemala.” Jennifer is a physician who leads 
medical missions to Guatemala. E: jlhoock@ 
gmail.com. e Jane Miller’s book, Healing 
Companions: Ordinary Dogs and Their Extra- 
ordinary Power to Transform Lives, is scheduled 
for release in January 2010. Jane is a licensed 
psychotherapist/clinical social worker in private 
practice, with a particular interest in holistic 
modalities of healing. W: www.healing- 


companions.com. e ® Tim Mikesell Riley 


accepted a position at 
Emerson College in Boston 
as journalist in residence. 
Tim was employed previ- 
ously at W.W. Norton as an 
author. e Shira Seaman is 
an Oberlin parent. Her 
daughter, freshman Sophia 
Bamert, “is enjoying her first-year experience, 
including being a member of Fairchild Co-op 
(now known as Fairkid) like her mother.” Shira is 
director of the Global English Academy, which 
she cofounded to teach 
English as a second lan- 
guage for adults in Queens, 
N.Y. She lives in Manhattan 
with her husband, Urs 
Bamert, and their younger 


daughter. She would love 


Seaman 


to hear from long-lost 


Obie friends. E: shira.seaman@gmail.com. W: 
www.globaleslacademy.com. ¢ Wendy R. 


2 er 4th 
book, \ 


Counseling (Wiley-Blackwell) has been released 


UhlImann’'s Guide to Genetic 


in its second edition. The first book devoted 


exclusively to the princ iples and practice of 


ceneti counseling, it is used internationally 


Students who attend the Middlebury- 
Monterey Language Academy often 


report advancing up to two years in 
language ability. It’s all because of 
MMLA’s immersive approach, where 
students who are dedicated and embrace 
the Language Pledge—No English 
Spoken Here®—can jump grades 
ahead in ability in just four weeks as 
they live and learn Arabic, Chinese, 
French, German, or Spanish. 


To find out more about this unique, 
fun, and rewarding experience visit 
www.mmla.middlebury.edu or 
call 802.443.2900. 


JUNE 27 - JULY 24, 2010 


e At Green Mountain College, Poultney, VT 
e At Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH 


e MMLA-CTY Immersion?® Bard College 
at Simon's Rock, Great Barrington, MA 


*student admission through the Johns Hopkins University 
Center for Talented Youth (CTY) 


Middlebury-Monterey 
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College-based immersion programs in 
Arabic, Chinese, French, German, or Spanish 
for middle and high school students. 


a 


MEE 


to train genetic counseling students. ‘The first 


edition (1998) has been completely updated and 


new content added, including four new chapters. 


® Paul Brockmann, in a remote corner of 
northeastern India, is working as project coordi- 
nator for Médecins Sans Frontiéres, providing a 
broad range of health care services. He writes, 
“Where I am is very rugged and hilly and prom- 
ises to be an interesting challenge for the com- 
ing months. Hearing from friends always helps 
me feel connected when I'm in the field, so do 
write.” e Tom Gardner was ordained as a rabbi 
by Hebrew Union College in New York. He cur- 
rently works at Beth Shalom Synagogue in Baton 


Rouge, La. E: gardner.batonrouge@gmail.com. 


Lisa Abend published the article “A World 
Away” in Gourmet (March 2009). The article 
begins, “In the hardscrabble landscape of 
Spain’s Extremadura region, food nourishes the 
soul like a homegrown religion.” The article is 
available online. e After 20 years as a massage 
therapist and energetic bodyworker, Julienne 
Battalia has graduated from acupuncture 
school. She celebrates 24 wonderful years living 
on Lopez Island, Wash., with her two daughters, 
Alaya, age 21 and attending Skidmore College, 
and Tamira, 18. Julienne married Giacomo 
Sturniolo in 2007. They enjoy sailing up north 
through the Salish Sea. She invites old friends 
to contact her. E: julesgiaco@rockisland.com. 
Gregg Coffin’s musical Five Course Love 
released its off-Broadway 
cast album on the Razor & 
Tie label, distributed by 
Ghostlight/Sh-K-Boom 
Records. Gregg will com- 
pose the incidental scores 


for five Shakespeare pro- 


ductions across the country 
this season, his musicals Convenience, Five 
Course Love, and Cinderella will receive multi- 
ple productions, and his new show, Right Next 
To Me, will be workshopped at several theaters. 
W: www.greggcoffin.com. e Jeffrey Fontana 
was granted tenure and promoted to associate 
professor of art history at Austin College in 
Sherman, Texas, where he has also been named 
to the Harry E. Smith Distinguished Teaching 


Professorship in art history. e ® Pamela 


36 


Jennings has accepted the position of comput- 
er scientist program director at the National 
Science Foundation. She 
writes, “After spending a 
wonderful year working as 
research at the 
Banff New Media Institute 


Manager 


in the Banff National Park, 


Canada, I look forward to 


Jennings 


working at the National 
Science Foundation in the Computer and 
Information Science and Engineering direc- 
torate. The portfolio of programs under my 
directorship includes Creative! T and Human 
Centered Computing.” e Joshua Shuman 
published an article in Washington Jewish Week 
in August. He lives in Jerusalem, where he man- 


ages a public relations agency. 


Joe Reinstein, 
deputy social secre- 
tary for the Obama 


administration, dis- 
cussed public service 
at an August event 


sponsored by the 


Oberlin Club of Washington, D.C. 


_ Joe Apprendi was recently named Ernst & 


Young's Entrepreneur of the Year in Metro New 
York for the media category. Joe is founder and 
CEO of Collective Media, a leading provider 
of media and technology solutions for online 
publishers, agencies, and advertisers. e Eliot 
Borenstein, professor of Russian and Slavic 
Studies at NYU, published his second book, 
Overkill: Sex and Violence in Contemporary 
Russian Popular Culture (Cornell University 
Press, 2008), and received a Guggenheim fel- 
lowship to work on his next project. He and his 
wife, Fran Bernstein (“not a typo, just a coinci- 
dence”), live in New York with their two chil- 


dren, Lev, 9, and Louis, 6. E: eb7@nyu.edu. 


® Meera Godbole Krishnamurthy’s first 
novel, Balancing Act, (Penguin/Zubaan, 
October 2009) was released in India. Balancing 
Act is a work of fiction about motherhood, archi- 


tecture, Louis Kahn, and his design master- 


piece, the Salk Institute in La Jolla, Calif. The 
protagonist, Tara Mistri, a Columbia-educated 
architect, is a stay-at-home mother of two in San 
Diego. She values what is traditional and time- 
less but she’s a “guerilla brick-maker with sub- 


versive femomist messages for the suburbs.” 


Alex Blumberg, a producer for This American 
Life for Chicago Public Radio, won a prestigious 
George Polk Award for 2008 along with Adam 
Davidson, a business correspondent for National 
Public Radio, for their report, “The Giant Pool of 
Money,” which distilled the complex subprime 
mortgage crisis through the stories of brokers, 
packagers, and those who lost homes. ¢ Camille 
Myers Breeze had a summer of many mile- 
stones. She celebrated the 10th anniversary of 


her art conservation company, Museum ‘Textile 
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What's happening in your region? Find out at ObieWeb, www.oberlin.edu/alumni/oberlinClubs. 


Regional 
Roundup 


2010 Oberlin Cares—Alumni Day of Service 


Please join Obies throughout the country on Saturday, April 17, 2010, for a | 
nationwide community service program. We hope this Alumni Day of Service | 
will bring alumni and students together and give everyone the chance to _ 


give back to their communities. If you live in a non-club area, we encourage 


you to participate by choosing your own service project locally. Look for com- | 
munity service projects in your area by visiting www.oberlin.edu/alumni/ | 


oberlinClubs/oberlincares. html. 
The Alumni Day of Service is just one of many ways to stay connected and 


involved with Oberlin. Whether you are interested in young alumni activities, — 
book clubs, career networking, or social and cultural events, you can engage | 


with Oberlin from any part of the country. Below is a sample of what our 


clubs have been doing recently. To plug into your local Obie scene, please | 


contact me at 440-775-8692 or john.keller@oberlin.edu. Thank you again 
for your commitment to Oberlin College! 


Oberlin Club of New York City—Oberlin Alumni for New York Cares Day 


A handful of plucky Obies braved the rain October 17 to join 8,000 New | 
Yorkers in performing vital tasks to create better learning environments | 
“for New York City students.” Team Oberlin was organized by Mei Song’01. | 


Oberlin Club of Chicago—Reception with Professor Anuradha Needham 
Twenty-five alumni and three prospective students joined Anuradha Needham, 


Donald R. Longman Professor of English and director of the Institute for | 


Gender, Sexuality, and Feminist Studies, for a dessert reception after her 
talk, “Laughter Bollywood Style,” at the Chicago Humanities Festival. 


Ww Oberlin Club of Houston—Fa// Lunch at Pasha Restaurant 


Nearly 20 Obies joined regional coordinator Larissa Potiomkin ’00 for 
lunch at Pasha Restaurant, featuring a “breeze of Mediterranean” appe- — 


tizers, entrees, and desserts. 
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4 Oberlin Club of Western New England—Seventh Annual Fall Hike 
and Potluck Supper 


| Scott Kelly, along with friend Nick Boutros '01, John Keller of the Alumni 


Association (left), and Evelyn Bloom 69 (right) enjoyed the homestretch of 
fall color on a two-mile hike laid out by host Wallis Reid ’63. Harry Lavo 
'61 took the photo. Karl Schoen-Rene '80, with wife Candace and daugh- 
ter Skyelyn, did this same circuit. In all, 24 Obies, friends, and family 
members attended this year’s annual hike and potluck, despite low tem- 


' peratures and steady rain. 


Oberlin Club of New York City—HAIR on Broadway with Jenny Gersten ‘91 
More than 100 Obies and friends joined President Marvin Krislov for a talk 
with Jenny Gersten’s father, Bernard Gersten, executive producer of the 
Lincoln Center Theatre, on November 12. Later that day, Obies attended a 
sold-out performance of HA/R. The following day in Brooklyn, Carolyn 
Kubitschek ’70 hosted more than 30 alumni for a meet-and-greet with 
Ben Jones 96, Oberlin’s vice president for communications, and Danielle 
Young, executive director of the Alumni Association. 


Oberlin Club of Cleveland—Fa// Potluck with Dean Sean Decatur 
_ Obies from around Cleveland had a chance to meet and talk with Sean 
_ Decatur, dean of arts and sciences, while enjoying a variety of hearty fall 
_ foods and drinks at the beautiful home of Maureen Mullin '80. 


Oberlin Club of Columbus—Reception with President Marvin Krislov 
More than 60 alumni enjoyed an elegant reception with President Marvin 


| Krislov that was graciously hosted at the law firm of Vorys, Sater, Seymour 


& Pease LLP by alumni Bill Pohlman '82, Jackie Ford ’83, and Nina Webb- 
Lawton '87. 


—John Keller 
Director of Regional Activities and Engagement 


we 
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Services. She was 
joined on her 40th 
birthday by friends 
and family, including 
her sister, Melanie 
Myers Matero ‘84, 
and her father, Robert 
Myers '55. She moved to an 18th-century farm- 
house in New Hampshire where she takes 
pleasure in gardening, canning, riding her 
Harley, and drying laundry on the line. W: 
www.museumtextiles.com, www.myspace.com/ 


camillebreeze. e Deidre Hill Butler, associate 


professor of sociology, has been granted tenure 
at Union College in Schenectady, N.Y., the first 
African American woman to do so in Union 
College history. She earned a master's degree at 
Cornell and master’s and doctoral degrees at 
Clark University. Her research encompasses the 
sociology of African American culture and 
African American women’s representations 
in society, with a current focus on the role of 
African American women in contemporary step- 
families. e ® Erika Bohn Goldbaum writes, 
“Since moving to the southern hemisphere, I've 
been able to spend time with Jennifer Bickham, 
Jim Chong-Gossard, Katie Harris, and 
Leah Wahrhaftig; Amanda Medress ‘09; Kirk 
Ambrose 90; David Goldbaum '89; Elizabeth 
Reeves ‘87; and Naomi McClure ‘97. Happy to 
buy you a coffee and add your name to that list 
should you be in Sydney.” ¢ Performer/composer 
James Sugg, a member of the Pig Iron Theatre 
Company in Philadelphia, won a 2009 OBIE 
Award last May for his performance in Chekhov 


Lizardbrain. Vhe opera-trained sound designer 


was hired by Pig Iron in 1997 as musical direc- 
tor/sound effects specialist for Gentlemen 
Volunteers, for which he won his first of four 


Barrymore awards for Outstanding Sound Design. 


® Katie Lucier and her partner, Ed Sayre, wel- 


comed Jacob Vanderhoof Sayre on August 7 
“with great joy.” Katie will be spending the next 
year at home with Jacob, experiencing all of his 


many changes. 


® Alexandra Wisotsky and Richard Townend 


announce the newest addition to their family, 
Eliana Orli Wisotsky Townend, on August 13. 


Weighing just 2 lbs. 9 oz., Eliana made a dra 


28 


matic entrance into the world, insisting on shar- 
ing a birthday with mom by being born almost 
three months early! She is the surviving of iden- 
tical twins, having lost her sister Orli a few 


weeks before the birth. She joins brother Ari, 2. 


Lisa Jervis published a new book, Cook Food: 


A Manualfesto for Easy, Healthy, Local Eating. 
Lisa’s dad, Bob Jervis ‘62, is 
happily promoting it. One 
reviewer called the book “a 
training manual for begin- 
ning home cooks with an 
organic and activist bent.” ¢ 
Johanna Tschebull and 


Russell Jones welcomed 


Tschebull 


their daughter Charlotte Alexandra ‘Tschebull- 
Jones on June 26. They live in the Washington, 


D.C. area. 


Jennifer Benedict, a partner in the Honigman 


Miller Schwartz and Cohn LLP health care 
department, has been selected by Nightingale's 
Healthcare 


2009 list of Outstanding 


News for its 


Young Healthcare Lawyers. 
Jennifer was named by 
Michigan Super Lawyers as 
a rising star in 2008 and 


2009 and represents a vari- 


Benedict 


ety of health care providers, 
including hospitals, hospice providers, and 


e Ed Kane won the Zane Busch 


physicians. 


Award for his new composi- 
tion, Genesis: the First Day, 
at the Atlanta International 
Composers) Symposium. 
The piece, which was origi- 
nally scored for four part- 


mixed choir, piano, and 


organ, was premiered with 
the help of longtime friend Laurel Larsen at 
the piano. e ® Jason Bribitzer-Stull and 


[.-mail your news and 


high-resolution digital images to 


alum.mag@oberlin.edu. 


Matthew Bribitzer-Stull 94 played at the ACBL 
Summer National Bridge Tournament this past 
July where, after five eight-hour days of play, they 
won their first national championship as part of 
a team of four in the 0-1500 Mini-Spingold 
Team event. Matt and Jason started their bridge 
partnership with a group of friends at Oberlin in 
the early ‘90s and want to thank them for the 


many hours at the bridge table back then. 


Kit Batten was named science advisor in the 
Office of the Deputy Secretary, U.S. Depart- 
ment of the Interior, a position created at the 
beginning of the Obama administration. She has 
testified to Congress about carbon dioxide 
sequestration and about the effects of invasive 
species. e Meg Kontrabecki Jones and Michael 
‘T. Jones announce the birth 
of their daughter, Natalie 
Truxtun, on October 5, 
2008. She joins brothers 
Colin and Alex. The family 
has moved out to “the coun- 
try.” A: 408 Grover Rd., East 
Aurora, N.Y. 14052. e Jazz 


drummer Neal Smith received a warm review 


in the New York Times tor leading his new band, 
the Neal Smith Group. W:www.nytimes.com/ 
2009/08/26/arts/music/26smalls.html. e 
Christian Wells, associate professor of anthro- 
pology at the University of South Florida, was 
appointed founding director of the USF Office 
of Sustainability. His primary responsibility is to 
coordinate university-wide initiatives in support 
of USF's strategic goal of building a sustainable 
campus environment and reducing the univer- 


sitys carbon footprint. 


Elizabeth Askren is one of 12 finalists in the 
2010 Gustav Mahler International Conduct- 
ing Competition, which will be held in 
Bamberg, Germany, from February 26 to March 
5. In July, Elizabeth was chosen by Maestro 
Lorin Maazel as one of 10 
apprentice conductors for 
the inaugural edition of 
the Castleton Festival in 


Rappahannock County, 


Va. e Jessica Barr and 


Bill Wright were married 


August 15 in Saugerties, 
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N.Y. In attendance were Obies Anne Lantz 
Gavin, Andrew Marcus, Lynne Montgomery, 
Margaret Dredge Moore, and Kit Wells: 
Tim Henrich 96, and Rachel Coen, Bronwen 
Densmore, and Sean Gavin, all '98. Jessica 
teaches in the English department at Eureka 
College and recently received a contract for 
her book, Willing to Know God: Dreamers and 
Visionaries in the Later Middle Ages (Ohio State 
University Press, 2010). E: jessica.g.barr@ 


gmail.com. e ® Robert Bettmann published 


Somatic Ecology: Somatics, Nature, Humanity 
and the Human Body (VDM: Verlag, May 2009). 
Robert writes, “The book 
refocuses the environmen- 
tal crisis on the human con- 
ception. | explore the deep 
ecology assertion that the 
Somatic Ecology 


domination of the natural 


world is sanctioned by the 


Bettmann 


isolation of ‘the human’ 
from ‘the natural.” e Jeremy Broomfield and 
Bridget Heersink 99 were married September 6, 
after which they planned a year of volunteering 
at several international nonprofit programs. 
Obies in attendance were (pictured L to R) 
Karen Silverman Yost, David Heatley, the 
and 


bride groom, 


Andrea Bunbury ‘65, 


ray Ae 


ne 
4~ 
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Logan Billingham ‘99, 
Paula Kadanoff ‘99, 
and Maya Gopoian- 


Heatley (not an 


Broomfield 


Oberlin alum...yet!). 
Their first stop was five months in Isinya, 
Kenya, at the BEADS for Education Program. 
e ® Ellen Hampton Filgo and Kelly Filgo 
announce their May 
23 marriage in Waco, 
Texas, at the Church 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Obies celebrating at 
the wedding were 
Ellen’s sister, Jennifer 
Hampton, and Chloe Papke, both '95. Kelly and 
Ellen live in Waco, where Ellen works as the e- 
learning librarian at Baylor University. Kelly 
works at RAM Aircraft and 
continues to build hours 
towards his private pilot's 
Eboni_ A. 


license. @ @® 


Francis ac cepted a posi- 
tion at Oberlin as reference 
librarian. 


and instruction 


She was previously em- 


WINTER 
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ployed at Ohio State University as outreach spe- 
clalist. Eboni writes, “When I saw the job 
announcement | couldn't pass up the chance to 
apply. It’s so great to be back home. What a oreat 
opportunity to be able to give back to a place 
that gave me so much!” ¢ In September, Noah 
Getz was a finalist in the United Kingdom's 
Haverhill International Soloist Competition, 
selected from a pool of 
applicants representing 34 
countries. In October, Noah 
performed Ode to Lord 
Buckley, a saxophone con- 
certo by American compos- 
er David Amram, portions 
of which were to be filmed 
for a movie about Amram’s life. Noah is a musi- 
cian in residence at American University. His 
altissimo etude book, Stratosphere, will be pub- 
lished by Advance Music in 2010. W: 
www.noahgetz.com. e Curtis Hughes wrote 
his second opera (both music and libretto), Say 
It Aint So, Joe, which depicts the events and 
emotions of the 2008 vice presidential debate 
between Sarah Palin and Joe Biden. It was pre- 
miered by the Guerilla Opera Company at the 
Boston Conservatory to quite a bit of buzz. 
Curtis wrote his first opera for performance at 
Oberlin in 1996-97, for which his wife, Doria 


Phelps-Braun Hughes 96, wrote the libretto. 


Alex Hurd and Sandhya Lakshmi Subramanian 


> 


were married May 31, 2008, at the Oberlin 
home of Kathryn Stuart and David Breitman, 
who introduced the couple in spring 2007. 
Manish Mehta, who 
became a Universal 
Life Minister for the 
purpose of the wed- 
ding, presided over 
the ceremony, which 
included rhyming 
couplets worthy of Dr. Seuss. Directly before the 
ceremony, David Breitman, Jason Hardink, 
Kimi Kawashima, Tony Arnold '90, and Jacob 
Greenberg 97 serenaded the couple with a short 
concert featuring works by Schubert and 
Brahms. David Rinaldi was also in attendance. 


e Elissa Gershowitz chaired the 2009 Boston 


Globe-Horn Book Awards committee, which rec- 
ognizes and rewards excellence in literature for 
children and young adults. The awards cere- 


mony was held October 2 at the Boston 


Mobile Enterprise 


46 @ was never an A+ student, and | 

have proof,” says Kamal Quadir 

’96, founder and CEO of 
CellBazaar, Inc., who visited campus 
this fall to speak to young entrepre- 
neurs. “But I worked very hard.” 
CellBazaar uses cell phones to connect 


buyers and consumers in developing 


countries to exchange basic goods, 
enabling more 
growth and enter- 
prise. “In devel- 
oping countries 
like Bangladesh,” 
Kamal says, “you 
don't 
Same access to 
But 


there are millions of mobile phone 


have the 
computers. 


users.” Throughout his day at Oberlin, 
Kamal listened to students pitch their 
own ideas for new ventures, and he 
responded with personalized advice. He 
finished the day with a talk on leverag- 
ing existing technology, and helping 
entrepreneurs working with extremely 


limited resources. 


—Aries Indenbaum ‘09 


Athenaeum. In attendance was Tanya Lee Stone 
’87, whose book, Almost Astronauts: 13: Women 
Who Dared to Dream, won an honor book award 
for nonfiction. e Owen Okie is living in a yurt 
on a farm in Maryland while he works on his 
master of science degree in herbal medicine 
from ‘Tai Sophia Institute. He also plays the 
Chinese pipa with a local group. e ® Benjamin 
Zelkowicz and ‘Tali Hyman 
were married August 9 at 
Temple Sholom, Vancouver, 
Ba 


Angeles, where Benny works 


They live in Los 
as a freelance animator and 


‘Tali is an assistant professor 


Zelkowicz 


of education at Hebrew 
Union College. Obies in attendance were Sam 
and Xia Enos, Josh and Caroline Kaye, 
Arwen Kuttner, Tom Pruiksma, and Sarah 
Wolfman-Robichaud ‘01. 
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adhu_Aufochs Johnston ’98, 
the green “whiz kid” who led the 
city of Chicago through a staggar- 
ing number of sustainability initiatives 


during his six years as chief envi- 


ronmental officer, moved north in 
November to assume a new post: 
deputy city manager of Vancouver, B.C. 
He and his partner, Manda Aufochs 
Gillespie '97, an environmental living 
writer and teacher, were dubbed 
“Vancouver's first all-natural power 
couple” by the Vancouver Sun in 
October. “Vancouver has already done 
so much in terms of building a wonder- 
ful sustainable quality of life,” Sadhu 
said. “I feel like | could contribute and 


” 


take it to another level 


Tanya Rosen-Jones '97 


® Katherine Chase Ryan earned a degree in 
clinical massage therapy in 2003. She started a 
practice in Chicago, and then moved to Seattle 
me 2005, 


Marty Ryan, and married in 2007. Her private 


where she met her future husband, 


practice specializes in digestive, reproductive, 
and nervous system optimization using Zero 
Balancing, a therapy created by Fritz Smith '51. 
She is also working on an MBA in sustainable 
business. E: kate@therapeuticmovement.com. 
W: www.therapeuticmovement.com. e Jenny 
Wunderle moved from New York to California 
in September to begin a new chapter of her life. 
She writes, “Il am proud to announce that | have 
started my own company, J Cubed LLC, a fine 
art installation and transport Company located 
in the greater Los Angeles area. E: jenny@ 


icubedllc.net. W: http://jcubedllc.net. 


REUNION 2010 2000 


> 
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Ernesto Schmeichler in 
Seattle in September. Obies 
who joined in the festivities 
included Jordan Landin, Joe 
Berkson '69, Sebas Costante 
06, and Pia Murray '07. e 


eannie Chan Ju Kwon 


Johansen 


married David Stahl on July 
4 in Boston. She lives in Brooklyn, N.Y., and is 
the deputy line general manager for the #4 
Line/Grand Central Shuttle at the MTA New 
York City Transit, oversee- 
ing the divisions of car 
equipment, rapid transit 
operations, and stations on 
her line. Jeannie earned a 
master of public administra- 
tion degree at New York 
University and is a qualified 
train operator. e ® Shannon C. Harman is 
living in San Angelo, Texas, where she is produc- 
ing artistic director of Angelo Civic Theatre. 
She’s been there since August 2008 and 


“appreciates Texas humor better than ever.” 


REUNION 2010 2001 


Jennifer Chude Mondlane participated in a 
concert in Maputo, Mozambique, honoring her 
late father, Eduardo Mondlane ‘53, at a celebra- 
tion for the government-designated “Year of 
Eduardo Mondlane” on what would have been 
his 89th birthday. Her father was assassinated in 
his second term as president of the Mozambican 
Liberation Front. The concert also featured other 
outstanding Mozambican artists. « Patrick 
Mulryan spent the summer participating in a 
Guthrie Experience for Actors in Training at the 
Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis. The program 
culminated in a devised performance at the 
Guthrie, titled Chain of Fools. Patrick returned 
to the Brown University/Trinity Rep Consortium 
in Providence, R.I., where he is an MFA can- 
didate in acting (2010). He performed in the 
musical Cabaret at ‘Trinity Rep in September/ 
October. e Luke and Susie Shaefer announce 
the birth of their daughter Bridget Lauren on 
June 8. Luke writes, “She 
enjoys turning over, taking 
walks with her parents, live 
music, and hanging out 
her baba, 


with Harry 


Shaefer ’61.” Bridget lives 


with her parents in Ann 


Shaefer 


Arbor, Mich., where Luke is 


an assistant professor at the University of 


Michigan School of Social Work. 


2002 


@ Katherine Blauvelt writes, “At long last, 
Al Franken has been seated as U.S. senator. 
I will be joining the St. Paul, Minn., office 
team, doing outreach as field representative.” 
Katherine recently was employed at the 
Minnesota Budget Project as policy analyst. ¢ 
Soprano Alyson Cambridge appeared as 
Donna Elvira in Opera Cleveland's production 
of Don Giovanni in October and November. 
W: www.alysoncamabridge.com. e ® Simon 
Nussbaum recently transitioned out of a career 
working largely with Asian transplant auto- 
motive suppliers and large manufacturing com- 
panies to purchase 
Signs Now, located in 
South Elgin, IIl., near 
Chicago. He writes, 
“We are a wide format 


srinting and desion re 
| A = Nussbaum 


studio specializing in 
all types of signage. I am looking forward to 
bringing Obie energy to the business, and sug- 
gestions from alumni are always welcome. W: 


www.signsnowsouthelgin.com. 


: 2003 


Lorraine Leete, a law student at UC-Berkeley, 
was awarded a $5,000 2008 Public Interest 


Scholarship by the California Bar Foundation. 


She has interned with EarthRights Inter- 
national, and, after 
law school, plans to 
continue advocating 
for greater trans- 
parency in govern- 
ment and corporate 
practices. e ® Chloe 
Maryam Maher and Rick Mohr were married 
in July. They live in Philadelphia. e¢ Jessica 
Oster and Neil Kelley were married in Pozo, 
Calif., on March 28. They met freshman year on 
the second floor of Burton. In attendance were 
Abby DeAngelis, rT ae 
Maria Diaz, A a 3 

Emilio Oliveira; ey A*) 

Carol Shanks Hart 


'88: Sabrina Rahman 


and 


and Clara Van Zanten, 
both ‘Ol; 


Chelsea 
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Martinez ‘02; and Peter Kelterborn. Rebecca 
Radovsky, Nick Valvo, and Dan Winetsky, all '04. 
Andrew Leland officiated the ceremony. 


2004 


@ Lauren Goshen and Karl Duderstadt were 
married July 26 in Mather Redwood Grove. 
Berkeley, Calif. Obies in attendance were 
Michel Dedeo, Gabriella Agranat-Getz, 
Alix Mansbach, Gabe 
Peterson, Andy Reed, 
Molly Samuel, Michelle 
Sharkey, and Rachel 
White; Claire Nereim ‘03, 
and Lauren Haynes’ 05. 
Dan Winetsky officiated. 


Goshen : 


Lauren and Karl live in 
Berkeley, where Lauren works as an attorney for 
the California legislature and Karl is a PhD can- 
didate in biophysics 
at UC-Berkeley. e © 
Alex Hill and Ella 
Braden were married 
June 6 at Ella's parents’ 
in Carlton, 
Wash. Obies in atten- 
dance were Michael Krasilovsky, Eva 
Wolkowitz, and Caryl Winckler Terrell '67. The 


couple lives in Madison, Wis., where Alex is a 


home 


graduate student in astronomy and Ella is an out- 
reach coordinator at the University of Wisconsin 
Space Place Science Museum. E: alex.hill@ 
world.oberlin.edu. e Jennifer Malkowski and 
Katherine Mason were married in August. 
Obies in attendance 
were Ryan Herring 
and April Sizemore- 
Barber, both '05, and 
Jennifer's parents, 
Hilary Pople '75 and 


Rick Malkowski ‘73. 


Malkowski 


Jen and Kate were among the 18,000 same-sex 
couples to legally marry in California before the 
passage of Proposition 8, but they chose to cele- 
brate in Jen's hometown, Chicago, on a boat in 


Lake Michigan. 


Julia Friend uses recycled guitar strings to 
make jewelry and sculptures, which she sells 
online. W: www.etsy.com/shop/stringcycle. is 
Rebecca “Beckii” Rosenberg was profiled in 


an article about her community service work in 


2009-10 


the Houston Chronicle in 
She 


University of Texas Law 


July. attends the 
School in Austin, where she 
will earn a law degree in 
AUN ET 
three recipients of a Howrey 
LLP Extern grant for Legal 


Pro Bono Service (HELPS) for their summer 


Beckii was one of 


Friend 


2009 program and worked for 10 weeks at Lone 
Star Legal Aid. 


2006 


Deena Guzder earned dual degrees from 
Columbia University’s Graduate School of 
Journalism and School of International and 
Public Affairs in 2008. She was awarded jour- 
nalism grants from the Carnegie and Knight 
foundations to cover human rights violations in 
Iran, and other grants from the Scripps Howard 
Foundation and the Pulitzer Center on Crisis 
Reporting. Deena has authored numerous arti- 
cles and is finishing a book, A Higher Calling: 


North American Religious Movements for Social 


Justice (Chicago Review Press, 2010). e ® Avery 


Monsen played Lysander in A Midsummer Nights 
Dream at California Shakespeare Theater in 
Orinda from September 16 to October 11, and 
then traveled to [wo River Theater in Red Bank, 
N.J., where the production ran from October 20 
to November 8. e Munjot 
Sahu graduated cum laude 
from the Indiana University 
Maurer School of Law in 
May. While in law school, she 
was a managing editor for 
the Indiana Law Journal. 
She passed the Indiana bar 
exam in October and is a business litigation 
associate in the Indianapolis office of Baker & 


Daniels LLP. 


2007 


® Lisa Curtis received her first screen credit 
working for Sony Pictures Imageworks as a 
senior production services 
technician on Walt Disney 
Studios’ G-Force. e Hannah 
Fenley and Lynne Stewart 
‘08 were married July 11. 
The couple held the wed- 
ding ceremony in Madison, 


CGonn., with a small group 


of family and friends. Lynne and Hannah live in 
Chicago. e ® Michael Geraci writes that he 
and Ze’ev Saffir; Anne Thompson '12; Zeke 
Runyon ‘08; Katherine Erickson and Stephen 
Lind, both ‘06; Noah 
Smit ‘05; and Linda 
Papademas ’85, all 
players with Oberlin 
Steel (formerly the 


Can Consortium), per- 


Geraci 


formed Bandoleros in 
the New York Steelband Panorama 2009 with 
Sonatas steel orchestra. “Sonatas beat out nine 


other bands for their third win in six years.” 


2008 


A portrait by Samantha Mitchell was chosen 
by a jury of acclaimed artists and art historians 
from thousands of submissions nationwide for 
inclusion in the Outwin Boochever Portrait 
Competition 2009 exhibition at the National 
Portrait Gallery in Washington, D.C. The exhi- 
bition is on view through August 22, 2010. You 
can see the portrait, titled Tony, at www. 
samanthadylanmitchell.net/tony.html. e Alexis 
Grenier Zimmerman 
married James Zimmerman, 
a flight surgeon for the U.S. 
Navy, on October 4 at the 
San Diego Yacht Club. 
Obies in attendance were 
bridesmaids Shelly Irvin, 


Angela Kloc ‘09, and Patty 


Zimmerman 


Stubel ‘09. Also present were Evan Bennett 96 
and Mason McCamey and Julienne Walker, 
both ‘07. The Obies sang a traditional Irish 
blessing during the ceremony, leaving many of 
the guests “verklempt.” Alexis continues to sing 


in San Diego. W: www.alexisgrenier.com. 


2009 


Rebecca Balmer was featured in an article in the 
Oregonian in October. She was among a group of 
47 Peace Corps volunteers headed for Turkmenistan 
when they received news that the government 
would not permit them to enter the country. A 
few days later she was headed for \laputo, 


Mozambique, to teach English for 27 months. 
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FACULTY 
Dr. John Kneller began his higher education 


career in 1950 at Oberlin, where he advanced 


from French instructor to professor to depart- 
ment chair to dean of arts and sciences to 
provost. In 1969, he left Oberlin and served as 
president of Brooklyn College for the next 10 
years. His love of teaching resurfaced, and from 
1979 to 1995 he taught French literature at 
Hunter College and the Graduate Center at 
CUNY, where he also cochaired the Henri 
Peyre Institute for the Humanities and served 
as editor of the French Review. Dr. Kneller held 
a master’s degree and a PhD from Yale University 
and served as a Fulbright Fellow and French 
Government Fellow at the University of Paris. 
He died July 2, 2009, at his home in Westport, 
Conn., leaving a daughter. His wife of 61 years, 
Alice, preceded him in death. 


1926 

Marian Lewis, of Dover, Ohio, taught school 
in New Philadelphia and Alliance, Ohio, and was 
a life member of the Order of the Eastern Star. 
She died September 11, 2008, at age 102. Her 
husband, Brinley, preceded her in death. 


1934 


Rena Matson Sanders earned a master’s 
degree in student personnel administration at 
Columbia University and spent most of her 
career at Kent State University, serving as assis- 
tant dean of women and later as associate direc- 
tor of residence halls. In 1973, following the 
death of her husband, Adrian, she retired to 
Eustis, Fla., where she lived for 31 years. Mrs. 
Sanders died May 14, 2009, in Hamilton, IIl., 


leaving a son, a daughter, and grandchildren, 


42 


1935 


Lucy Irwin Hayward died September 11, 
2009, in Concord, N.H., five days before her | 


97th birthday. She earned a master's degree at 
Case Western Reserve University in the 1930s 
and enjoyed a prominent career in social work. 
Mrs. Hayward leaves her husband of 65 years, 
Sumner Hayward '38, five children, and seven | 


grandchildren. 


Dr. Donald James Ludwig, professor emeri- 


tus of health and safety education at Indiana 


University, died June 12, 2009, in Bloomington, 
Ind. At Oberlin, he lettered in football and 
baseball and was a longterm member of the 
Heisman Club. Dr. Ludwig received a master's 
degree in health and physical education at 
Teachers College, Columbia University, and, 
following service in the Army Air Corps during 


WWII, taught mathematics and physical edu- 


cation at Amherst (Ohio) High School. In 1953, 
he earned a doctoral degree at Indiana Univer- 
sity, earning an outstanding teaching award and 
retiring after 31 years. He enjoyed gardening, 
traveling, and volunteering in the Bloomington 
community. He leaves his wife, Lois, a daugh- 


ter, two sons, and two grandchildren. 


John W. Morse earned a master’s degree in 


statistics at Columbia University and spent 
much of his professional life with the State 
Department's community development and 
population programs, living with his wife, 
Libby ’35, in South America and Asia and travy- 
eling throughout the world. After his retirement, 
the couple established Survival in Freedom, a 
foundation that evolved into the Integrative 
Strategies Forum, dedicated to exploring the 
interrelatedness of population, environment, and 
values. Mr. Morse died September 30, 2009, in 
Raleigh, N.C., followed shortly thereafter by 
his wife, Libby Bowen Morse, who died 
October 20. The couple leaves two sons, David 
Morse ‘63 and Larry Morse 64, and eight 
grandchildren. 


Loo, 


Dr. Paul Cooper married Edith Bligh '36 in 
1939 and went on to Case Western Reserve 
University School of Medicine. An army captain 
and a vice chief of surgery during WWII, he 
later joined a medical practice in Kalamazoo, 
Mich. He was a founder of Surgical Associates, 


a fellow of the American College of Surgeons, 


president of the Kalamazoo Academy of Medi- 


cine, and chief of staff and chief of surgery at 
Bronson Methodist Hospital. Retiring to Naples, 
Fla., Dr. Cooper was elected president of the 
Glenview Retirement Community and enjoyed 
golf and tennis. He died August 6, 2009, leaving 
his wife, five children, and many grandchildren. 


1939 | 
Dudley B. Tenney was president of the Law 
Review while at Harvard Law School and a part- 
ner at Cahill Gordon & Reindel for more than 
60 years. His work ranged from high-profile lit- 
igation such as his representation of TWA in the 
antitrust case against Howard Hughes, to cor- 
porate matters. A U.S. Army veteran, Mr. 
Tenney earned the Bronze Star in WWII. He 
died September 18, 2009, in Sands Point, N.Y., 
leaving his wife, Joyce, two daughters, and sev- 
eral grandchildren. Memorial donations may be 
made to the Dudley B. Tenney Scholarship Fund, 
Oberlin College, Office of Development, 50 W. 
Lorain St., Oberlin, OH 44074. 


1941 


Rebecca Henry Dole, a graduate of the con- 


servatory, was a longtime organist at churches 
in New Hampshire, Long Island, N.Y., and 
Arlington, Va. She also trained two bell choirs, 
was dean of the New Hampshire Guild of Organ- 
ists, worked as a substitute teacher, and was 
involved with the Inner Wheel of Greater 
Washington and the Salvation Army. In 2000, she 
moved to a McLean, Va., retirement community, 
where she played piano and contributed proj- 
ects to art displays. Mrs. Dole died July 23, 2009, 
leaving four children and three granddaughters. 
Her husband, Al, preceded her in death. 


_ Dr. James Grant Parke founded and ran a 


medical practice in Albion, N.Y., from 1947 to 
1978, also serving as chief of surgery, chief of 
staff, and president of the Orleans County 
Medical Society. He also worked in Montero, 
Bolivia, teaching in the country’s only post-grad- 
uate surgical program, and performed and taught 
surgery in Ghana and in Haiti and Jamaica in 
church-associated medical missions. In 1975, 
Dr. Parke earned his private pilot license and 
moved to Jekyll Island, Ga., where he was the 
sole practicing physician until 1990, After mov- 
ing to Columbus, N.C., he was a delegate to the 
Senior Tar Heel Legislature. Also a dedicated 
photographer and sculptor, his life-sized bust of 
Albert Schweitzer sits in Atlanta's Clayton College 


and State University. Dr. Parke died June 12, 
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2009, in North Carolina, leaving two sons. a 


daughter, and many grandchildren. His wife. 


Marion, preceded him in death. 


1943 


Elmer N. Engstrom served in the U.S. Navy 


during WWII and for many years was a man- 
agement consultant in public administration for 
Harbridge House of Boston. He died May 2, 
2009, leaving his wife, Lyde Gallery Engstrom 
‘42; a daughter, Susan Robinson ’70; a son; and 


three grandchildren. 


Gordon “Scotch” MacConnachie was pres- 
ident of his senior class at Oberlin and captain 
of the basketball team before being called to 
active duty by the Air Corps. He learned to fly 
B-24s and B-29s, obtaining the rank of second 
lieutenant and becoming airplane commander. 
In 1945, he married Mary Brohl 44 and soon 
afterward earned an MBA at Harvard and began 
a 25-year career with Standard Oil (later 
Exxon), rising to the rank of corporate secretary 
to the executive board. Living in Westfield, N.]., 
the MacConnachies raised five daughters. In 
retirement, the couple moved to Anderson, S.C, 
where both worked for Anderson Radiological 
Associates. They later moved to Lake Hartwell, 
which became a vacation home for their fam- 
ily, and finally, to a retirement community in 
Greenwood, $.C. Mr. MacConnachie died 
August 12, 2009, leaving his wife, daughters, 


and grandchildren. 


Dr. Robert Wettingfield was a commis- 
sioned officer in the Army Medical Corps from 
1943 to 1946 and later earned his medical 
degree at New York University. He established 
an office in Jamestown, N.Y., and actively prac- 
ticed internal medicine until his retirement in 
1992. He was the founder and president of the 
Holmberg Foundation in Jamestown, which sup- 
ports educational and nonprofit projects. Dr. 
Wettingfield died June 23, 2008, leaving his first 
wife, Gayle Choate Johnson ‘44; two daughters, 
including Leslie Johnson '69; and several 
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his 


wife, Vivian. 


Please send death notices to OAM at 
247 W. Lorain St., Suite C, Oberlin, OH 
44074 or alum.mag@oberlin.edu. 
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1944 


Miriam Amanda Sellers Lapham spent sev- 


eral months in Washington, D.C., decoding war 
messages before returning to Oberlin to marry 
Lowell Winship Lapham ’43 in 1945. The cou- 
ple moved to Boston, where Mrs. Lapham was 
a librarian at the New England Conservatory 
of Music. After relocating to Cleveland, Mrs. 
Lapham enrolled at the Cleveland Art Institute 
and later eared a master’s degree in fine arts 
at the Rochester Institute of Technology. She 
taught traditional medieval egg tempera paint- 
ing techniques at the University of Rochester's 
Medieval House and adult education programs. 
In 1986, she returned to her native Oklahoma, 
living first in Disney, where she transformed an 
old post office into an oasis for young artists. 
An active artist and teacher, she received the 
Sapula Arts Award in 2000. Her paintings have 
been exhibited in juried shows in New York, 
Oklahoma, and Maryland. She died August 26, 
2009, leaving four children, including Steven 


78, and five grandchildren. 


Ula 


Charlotte Trewin Pansius died July 15, 2009, 
in Rome, Ga., where she lived with her daugh- 
ter and son-in-law. She leaves her daughter, a 


son, and three grandchildren. 


1948 

John “Mac” Wells, a New York City minimal- 
ist painter best known for his luminous acrylic 
and watercolor paintings, taught in the MFA 
program at Hunter College from the 1960s until 
his retirement as full professor in 1995. A 
member of American Abstract Artists, he was 
once commissioned to create a 3-D card by the 
Museum of Modern Art. His work, found in 
public and private collections, appeared in 
numerous group shows and in solo exhibitions 
at the Mitchell Alous, A.M. Sachs, and Susan 
Caldwell galleries, among others. His work was 
also the subject of an extensive retrospective 
exhibition in 1996, Light into Being. Mr. Wells 
died June 24, 2009, in Greenport, N.Y., leav- 
ing his wife, Eileen, two nephews, and a niece, 


Rebecca Wells Corrie '67. 


1949 } - 
Dr. James Dittes, an ordained minister and 


longtime professor of pastoral theology and 
religious studies at Yale Divinity School, died 
August 24, 2009, at his home in Hamden, Conn. 


He arrived at Yale in 1949, completing his BD 


degree in 1954 and going on to earn an MS 
and a PhD in the psychology department. He 
taught generations of pastoral theology students 
at Yale, ending his 47-year career as the Roger J. 
Squire Professor Emeritus of Pastoral Theology 
and professor emeritus of religious studies. Dr. 
Dittes wrote many books and articles for pastors 
and congregations and edited the Journal for 
the Scientific Study of Religion; he also received 
several prestigious awards, including Fulbright 
and Guggenheim fellowships. He leaves his wife 
of 22 years, Anne; his first wife, Frances S. 
Dittes; three daughters, including Carolyn Dittes 
‘78; and nine grandchildren. 


Dr. John “Roger” Evans earned an MD at 
Case Western Reserve University School of 
Medicine in 1953 and completed a surgical res- 
idency at the Veteran’s Administration Hospital 
in Seattle, where he met his wife, Randi, an O.R. 
nurse. They settled in South Seattle, where Dr. 
Evans enjoyed a 39-year general surgery practice 
in Burien. An avid outdoorsman, he enjoyed hik- 
ing and skiing in the mountains and forests, as 
well as tennis, boating, and photography. He died 
July 23, 2009, leaving his wife, four children, 
brother David Evans "52, and six grandchildren. 


Rev. William Gibson Knapp earned a mas- 
ter of divinity degree at Virginia Theological 
Seminary and served churches in northern Ohio, 
including as rector of St. Andrew's Episcopal 
Church in Barberton from 1966 to 1987. An 
avid Cleveland Indians fan, he loved murder 
mysteries and jokes and had a compassionate 
love for people. He died May 23, 2009, leaving 
four children and 13 grandchildren. His wife, 


Miriam, preceded him in death. 


Dr. Harold Rockey graduated from the 
Northwestern University School of Medicine 
and practiced general medicine in Eugene, Ore., 
from 1962 to 1992. He died July 16, 2009, leav- 
ing his wife, Erna, four daughters, including 


Susan Bowles '76, and many grandchildren. 


John F. Strong, a U.S. Army Air Corp officer 
and pilot during WWII, completed a foreign 
combat tour in southeast Asia, flying mostly C- 
46 and C47 combat aircraft. A native of Oberlin, 
he owned and operated Strong's Insurance Agency 
prior to moving to Kansas City in the 1960s. He 
also wrote a newspaper column, “Strong Points,” 
for the Oberlin News-Tribune, After retiring from 


the J.B. Lippincott Co., the health profession 
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publisher of Harper & Row, Mr. Strong returned 
to Oberlin, where he lived for many years before 
moving to Findlay, Ohio. He died October 10, 
2009, leaving four children, his brother, Jarvis 


Strong 40, and three grandsons. 


1952 
Dr. James O. Brooks earned a master’s degree 
and a PhD in mathematics at the University of 
Michigan and taught mathematics and computer 
sciences at Villanova University for 29 years. He 
was regional coordinator for the American Mathe- 
matics Competition for the state of Pennsylvania 
from 1969 to 1995. He also enjoyed opera and 
classical music and played violin at the Mainline 
Symphony for many years. Dr. Brooks died 
September 12, 2009, from complications related 
to Parkinson's disease. He leaves his wife, Maria, 


a son, and a daughter. 


Le Bye. 
Twyla Ostlind Nitschke, who eared a degree 


in music from the conservatory, taught piano 
privately in her home for 50 years and was an 
organist and choir director at churches in Elyria, 
Ohio, and Rochester, Minn. She died August 
17, 2009, in Minnesota, leaving her husband, 
Frederic Nitschke '53, and three sons. 


1955 

Robert L. Kahn died October 16, 2009, at 
the age of 77. Mr. Kahn lettered in track, cross 
country, and tennis as an Oberlin student- 
athlete. He returned to Oberlin’s campus in 
April 2009 for the dedication of the state-of- 
the-art Robert Kahn Track and Fred Shults 
Field. Mr. Kahn cofounded the investment man- 
agement firm of W P Stewart & Co. in 1974 
and was a vital contributor to the company’s 
uniquely successful investment philosophy. He 
continued to serve as a senior member of the 
investment management group until his recent 
illness. A renaissance man in many fields, Mr. 
Kahn received top accolades as an athlete in 
tennis and running, and as a pianist. His gen- 
erous spirit has inspired and empowered innu- 
merable individuals and institutions. He is sur- 
vived by his wife, Helen, two sons, and two 


grandchildren. 


1959 
Gordon Jackson taught junior high instru- 


mental music in Long Island, N.Y., for 28 


years, retiring in 1980 to his native state of 


Michigan, where he played trombone in sever- 
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al ensembles. He was a longtime member of | 


the International Trombone Association and the 


17-year president of the American Federation of 


Musicians, Local 232, in Benton Harbor, Mich. 
He died August 11, 2009, from the effects of 
ALS, leaving his wife, Isabel, five children, and 


many grandchildren. 


1961 

Diane Kothe Dobson earned a master’s 
degree in education at Columbia University and 
for several years was arts director for the Hayward 
Area Recreation District in California. While 
there, she founded the Adobe Art Gallery and 
A.R.T., Inc. (Artists Relaxing Together). With 
a passion for gardening and dancing, she met 
her husband, Frank, at a folk dancing class; the 
couple married in 1987. Mrs. Dobson died 
September 15, 2009, at her home in Palm 
Springs, Calif., leaving her husband, three 


brothers, and many extended family members. 


1962 

Stephen B. Amdur, a lifelong peace activist 
and member of peace organizations, devoted his 
life to studying and writing about philosophers. 
He held a second degree from Columbia Uni- 
versity and, between 1970 and 2008, lived in 
Israel, Greece, and Switzerland. On his return to 
the U.S. last year, he lived briefly at the Abode 
of the Message in upper New York before 
settling in Monhegan Island, Maine. He died 
August 6, 2009, of complications from heart 


disease, leaving a brother. 


Stephen J. Calvert earned a master’s degree in 
library science at the University of Wisconsin- 
Madison and worked for nearly 30 years at the 
New York Public Library. He later moved to 
Benton, Wis., and became a copywriter who was 
often sought out by well-known authors. He was 
a member of the Benton Community Develop- 
ment Corporation, where he worked with the 
school system to build quiz teams, and he held 
a creative writing class for high school students. 
Mr. Calvert died March 15, 2009, leaving a 


brother and many friends. 


1963 


Carol Geisler Simkin, in addition to raising 


three daughters and caring for her husband, 
Morris ‘63, held volunteer positions in the PTA, 
Girl Scouts, the Chappaqua (N.Y.) Historical 
Society, and other organizations. She died May 


) 


30, 2009, in Waccabuc, N.Y., leaving her hus- 


band, three daughters, sister Barbara Geisler 


Richards °61, and six grandchildren. 


1969 

Dr. Barbara E. Johnson, a world-renowned 
literary critic and professor of English and 
comparative literature at Harvard University, 
died August 27, 2009, in Cambridge, Mass. A 
pioneering practitioner of deconstruction and 
a distinguished translator, Dr. Johnson wrote 
groundbreaking essays that influenced the field 
of literary and cultural studies. She wrote sev- 
eral books, including Defigurations du langage 
poetique, The Critical Difference, A World of 
Difference, The Feminist Difference, and her 
latest book, Persons and Things. She leaves her 
mother and three brothers. 


ais 


Christopher Hayes, an elementary teacher 
and Vermont storyteller known for his character 
“Coyote Man,” thrived on performing in the the- 
ater and classroom. With a master of education 
degree from St. Michael's College, he worked 
in arts administration in Philadelphia and 
Woodstock, Vt., and was a founder and per- 
former with Big Small Theater. As Coyote Man, 
he adapted Native American coyote and Zen 
folktales for school children and libraries and 
brought his Theater in the Wild program to kids 
at the Vermont Institute of Natural Science. 
Mr. Hayes died June 6, 2009, leaving his wife, 
Holly, a son, and a daughter. 


1982 

Kevin Snow Lister held a law degree from 
Case Western Reserve University and worked as 
a staff attorney for Judge Eugene Lucci in Lake 
County, Ohio; he also tutored part time at 
Lakeland Community College. Mr. Lister was a 
member of the Lake County Selective Service 
Commission, past president of Rabbit Run 
Theatre, and a member of the Lake County Bar 
Association. He enjoyed teaching, music, skiing, 
golf, reading, and studying scripture. He died 
May 17, 2009, of complications from brain 
cancer. He leaves his wife of 25 years, Maria 
Thomas Lister 85, a daughter, a son, and three 


grandchildren. 


Please send death notices to OAM at 
247 W. Lorain St., Suite C, Oberlin, OH 
44074 or alum.mag@oberlin.edu, 
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There are still so many 
places I want to see. 


With passport and bag at the ready, Emiko 
is always up for an adventure. But no 
matter where in the world she goes, Kendal 
at Oberlin is always home sweet home. 


Retirement living at Kendal gives 
you the freedom to follow your 
passions, whether it’s traveling, 
taking classes or enjoying some 
of the world’s finest music. 

Call today to learn more 

about our vibrant 

community. 


KENDAL 


at Oberlin 


600 Kendal Drive « Oberlin, Ohio 44074 + 1-800-548-9469 + www.kao.kendal.org 


Together, Transforming the Experience of Aging 
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ONE MORE THING ~ 


Art? Science? Both. = Bound Tetrahedron, an eight-foot bronze sculpture designed by California artist Roger Berry, 

by Gary Cohen ’11 was installed on the lawn of Oberlin’s Science Center in November, paid for by a gift to the 
college from Ellen Uhrbrock ’51. Science faculty members worked with Berry for a year to help 
design the piece, which is named for a three-dimensional geometric figure. “The tetrahedron 
is a basic structure in science—a basic building block—and | wanted to use it to relate to the 
field of science in a very literal way,” says Berry. 


